
 

 

Two Words…  
A close friend showed me this truth and as I studied I began to see how profound it was. There 
is a pattern we find in many places in the Gospels stories about Jesus.  Jesus dealing with a 
person will often speak two words to them; the first word is meant to change them, the second 
word is meant to change their circumstance.  We find this over and over again… 

Matthew 9:1-8 Jesus says to the paralytic; Your sins are forgiven!  A moments later, Get up, 
take your mat and go home. OR  Mark 5:36-42 Jesus says to Jairus regarding his daughter who 
is sick unto death,  Don’t be afraid, believe.  When seeing Jairus’ daughter, Jesus says, I say to 
you get up!; she did! OR Mark 6:47-52 Jesus to the disciples at sea in the midst of a storm. Take 
courage it is I do not fear; Jesus commands the sea Peace be still; the storm ends! OR  John 
11:23-44 Jesus to Martha regarding her brother Lazarus who died, I am the resurrection and the 
life; he speaks to Lazarus in the tomb, Lazurus Come Forth! He does! 

One of my favorite pictures of this pattern is the story about the Widow of Nain. (Luke 7:11-16) 
This woman had every reason to cry: being a widow already put her at a disadvantage in the 
culture.  Without a husband she was socially, economically hindered, she was in peril at the 
mercy of the marketplace with no defense. However she had a son, who could be her protector 
and advocate. Now he was dead.  Her child lay lifeless being carried out for burial.   The ache of 
her heart must have been overwhelming.  She was a woman who knew grief like few do.  Jesus 
speaks a first word to her, Do not cry. It does not make sense her heart is broken, she is 
wounded to her soul with grief, and this itinerate preacher says to her “Do not weep.”   

Jesus often speaks a first word to people that is meant to change them. This word was for her, 
a breath of encouragement in the midst of her sorrow.  Jesus looked at her, his heart went out 
to her, not the crowd, not the funeral procession, not the corpse.  He looked at her.  Jesus sees 
us. He knows our pain, our sorrow, our brokenness, our aloneness, our failures, doubts and 
worries; He sees us and knows us fully! He is acquainted with our position and knows us 
intimately and he still looks at us and speaks a word to us.   

This widow, her circumstance had not changed, she was still a widow who had now lost her son.  
But a word from Jesus was meant to penetrate her heart, to speak to the unspeakable pain she 
was in and change her.   It was a word meant to take her from utter darkness to light, from 
despair to hope, from sorrow to joy. 

Jesus now turns his attention to the funeral procession and the lifeless body being carried.  The 
next word Jesus spoke YOUNG MAN I SAY TO YOU GET UP! The second word changed the 
whole world, the woman was given back her son.   Her grief and sorrow turned into joy.  Her 
exposure was covered. The funeral procession was out of a job!   People believed! When Jesus 
speaks his word of power into our lives our circumstance changes. Our world view is 
transformed. It is a word that destroys darkness and death. 

Our problem is we often are expecting the second word to change our circumstances; we need 
to hear the first word that is meant to change us. We are looking ahead not waiting to hear 
what Jesus would say to us first. That first word can bring the healing and miracle to our hearts.  
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The first word can give us new perspective on our crisis and even though our circumstance 
does not change, we are changed and that is what God is ultimately after. 

What word do you need to hear?   Do Not Weep?   Do Not Fear?   Only Believe?   You are 
forgiven?  Jesus is speaking.  He is looking and He sees you and your heartfelt need.  Just like 
the Widow of Nain, he knows every detail, every grief and sorrow, every pain and suffering, 
every darkness, failure, sin, doubt, fear, and trial. We have a shepherd who sees and 
understands.  Jesus sees you and responds to your need with his word of comfort and love. 

The Rev. Jon Davis PhD 
Executive Director               

A Canterbury Tale – Worship Summit / September 18-19  

A lot of energy and effort is invested in envisioning and equipping God’s people to pray, to 
read the Word, to evangelize and do acts of service- certainly all important spiritual 
disciplines. There will come a day however when we need to do none of these things.  Every 
need will be met.  Every prayer will be answered.  There will be no more tears.  There will 
come a day when the task of evangelism will be done and people from every tribe, nation and 
tongue will gather before the Almighty God.  The one thing we will do for all eternity is 
WORSHIP! 

Worship is the essential and ultimate goal of humanity.  On this side of glory we have the  

             opportunity to cultivate and nurture the heart of the worshippers.  This is the focus of this  
            conference. If you are a worshipper-if you lead worship -if you have a heart to worship the  
           Lord, Join us in an amazing moment.  

 
Jeff Ling Pastor of Clear River, has served the body of Christ for over 30 years. Jeff has a pastor’s heart and his 
teaching ministry is dynamic, humorous, practical and solidly rooted in the Scriptures.  He has ministered 
throughout the world focusing on worship, servant leadership, and spiritual growth. For more info and to register 
Click Here 
 

A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for sound 
learning and in the course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and peace. 
Give wisdom to the Board and Staff; to make wise decisions, to be good stewards of all resources. 
Lead us we pray to strength and stability. Inspire us by your Holy Spirit with a vision for greater 
mission and effectiveness for the expansion of your Kingdom in this diocese and beyond; that 
people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in their knowledge of you by the work 
done here. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us the need for retreat to be 
strengthened and renewed. Amen. 
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