
 

 

Journey…  
I like winding country roads and hiking in the North Carolina mountains with switch back logging roads 
deep in the woods, it makes me smile just to imagine that landscape.  As a Boy Scout, I learned 
orienteering, how to use a map and compass to find my way in the woods.  Living in Destin, Florida; I had 
charge of a 45’ sailboat and I studied celestial navigation. It raises a question; How to get from where we 
are to where we want to be? Life’s a journey, a favorite metaphor but more so an accurate picture.   At 
the end of Luke’s Gospel we have a specific seven mile walk recorded from Jerusalem to Emmaus.  For 
Cleopas and his companion it’s a burdened journey, with hearts weighed down by the cruel events of 
their day. They walk a road of broken dreams and what they perceive as failed redemption. On this road, 
a disguised Jesus draws near, the embodiment of their salvation & liberation. It was a walk from darkness 
to light; death to life.  In resurrection appearances found in the gospels there is familiarity and mystery; 
recognition and confusion; enlightenment, revelation and bewilderment, veiling shadows: surprise and 
hope against despair, doubt and grief. A few things to consider… 

1. Jesus is with us in the journey.  We are not alone. We might not recognize his presence, but he’s there! 
I love this quote Daniel Taylor: “If you’ve been in the vicinity of the sacred, ever brushed against the holy, 
you retain it more in your bones than in your head; and if you haven’t, no description of the experience 
will ever be satisfactory.” I think one of the gifts Canterbury Retreat Center is its amenity of offering the 
sacred, the set apart, the uncommon landscape in a common world. We have opportunity to recognize 
the presence of Christ in common everyday things.  It may be veiled but if we are seeking we will find, if 
we knock it will be opened. Jesus is with us always, in all things, at all times. He promises His presence; it 
is all we need. There is no place you can go Jesus has not already been, you’re never out of His reach. 

2. Jesus explains the Gospel message–from Moses and all the prophets. These sojourners are given a Bible 
Study and begin to understand salvation history. What is the Gospel? What is the essential message?  I 
love this definition from Tim Keller regarding the work of salvation.  You're more sinful than you ever 
dared believe; you're more loved than you ever dared hope all at the same time because Jesus died and 
rose for you.   John Wesley had his ‘Emmaus road’ in London, May 24, 1738. In the evening I went very 
unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where one was reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the 
Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which God works in the heart 
through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for 
salvation; and an assurance was given me that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from 

the law of sin & death.  

I had my encounter on August 25, 1973 when on a youth retreat in the north Georgia 
Mountains Jesus came into my life and I knew I was saved!   Survivalist Bear Grylls of Man vs. 
Wild fame says, “When you get a chance to be saved, you gotta grab it.”  Salvation brings 

excitement!  These two disciples were stunned when they recognized their traveling companion as the 
resurrected Jesus and exclaim, “Were not our hearts burning when he was with us?”  God pulls back the 
curtain revealing his love for us, He is mighty to save, deliver, heal and make whole.  

My life is full of these warming moments. Recently on a week long prayer retreat–I entered holy solitude; 
Preparing a sermon, I thought of a song & spent a couple hours playing my guitar in worship. I remember 
in 1993 being at Youth Quake a large youth conference in North Carolina where we got snowed in The 
Blizzard of 93. We spent our extra time in prayer and ministry exploded; lives changed, salvation, 
deliverance & utter joy, filled the room. My life is filled with these moments, planting a church, praying 
with street people in Kiev or London, Sharing the life of families pastorally in weddings, births and even in 
deaths.  We don’t live in these experiences. They live in us!  These moments are given as a down-payment 
of joy that’s to come.   Enter the journey with faith and wonder, hope and mercy and each step becomes 
an adventure.  A favorite song by Michael Card captures this metaphor beautifully… 
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There is a joy in the journey, There's a light we can love on the way  
There is a wonder and wildness to life, And freedom for those who obey 
       And all those who seek it shall find it, A pardon for all who believe 
       Hope for the hopeless and sight for the blind 
 
       To all who've been born of the Spirit, And who share incarnation with Him 
       Who belong to eternity stranded in time, And weary of struggling with sin 
       Forget not the hope that's before you, And never stop counting the cost   
       Remember the hopelessness when you were lost 

The Rev. Jon Davis PhD 
Executive Director               

A Canterbury Tale – Jayson Quiñones 
 
Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center has become a familiar ministry space for me. I participate 
in a men's bible study, KeyLife Men, every Tuesday morning. As well, our local pastors/ministers of 
the Oviedo Christian Ministers Association meet there monthly for breakfast and fellowship. 
Canterbury staff is always helpful and pleasant to work with and they go above and beyond to ensure 
you feel welcomed and served well.  

Outside of my regular activities at Canterbury I've also participated in a few summits and our church 
has used the facility as a retreat location. Canterbury is a special property, sanctified for the purpose 
of ministry. I see Canterbury as a ministry hub, a place to retreat on a personal level for prayer, 
reflection and a place to just come and relax. It also serves as a place to come and be developed as a 

Christian in discipleship, worship and even with their new home for a bible college.   Canterbury is a 
special place that is situated close enough to the airport and many central Florida cities to arrive in a 
relatively short amount of time and still provide a place that seems way off the beaten path. It really 
is a hallowed ground that makes a difference in the spiritual atmosphere of Oviedo!  

God bless you, 
Jayson Quiñones, Bishop / Faithdome of Fellowship / Oviedo 

A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for sound learning and 
in the course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and peace. Give wisdom to the Board 
and Staff; to make wise decisions, to be good stewards of all resources. Lead us we pray to strength and 
stability. Inspire us by your Holy Spirit with a vision for greater mission and effectiveness for the expansion of 
your Kingdom in this diocese and beyond; that people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in 
their knowledge of you by the work done here. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us 
the need for retreat to be strengthened and renewed. Amen. 
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