
 

 

Being…  
 
What is a LIFE?  This is a very pointed question that has scientific, philosophical, religious, 
anthropological and practical answers.  Is a life about possessions?  Is a life about 
achievements?  Is a life about power?  Is a life about relationships? Those are some common 
ways to measure a life. 

We could talk about life as a series of decisions and actions.  
Where I go to school or what is my vocation?  Who I marry? 
Where I live?  At the core these things contribute to an 
identity.  In a philosophical or spiritual sense I believe life is 
made of three elements; being, knowing and doing.   We 
tend to focus on the doing as it is more tangible.  When you 
meet someone new early on in the conversation the 
questions comes, “What do you do?”  There is nothing wrong with that but is the low hanging 
fruit in identity.   Our actions do define us.  However I have come to see that what we do flows 
out of who we are and what we know. 

We need an understanding of who we are.  Philosophically we would call this ontological, what 
is our sense of being?  How do we understand our selves?  As a Christian I see myself as a 
disciple, a child, an heir who because of grace has entered a life that will never end in eternity.  
This core identity then feeds all the other descriptors I would take on: husband; father; priest; 
professor, executive director and more.  

Years ago I spoke with a group of High School students about their faith.  I started with these 
statements; You do not have to go to church or youth group. You do not have to pray, read 
your bible, give. I think the youth pastor who asked me in was stunned and wondered why he 
asked me to speak.  As pastor and shepherds you are often steering your flock to these spiritual 
disciplines.  I did tell them you have to BE IN CHRIST! It is at the core of identity.  Those 
disciplines are important but they are steps into understanding who we are they do not define 
our identity.   

Ending this reflection with a question…  Who are you? 

More to come tomorrow 

The Rev. Jon Davis PhD 
Executive Director               

 

 

 

 

DAY  13 / September 13, 2015 

Contribute to 40 
Days of Funding 
with 3 levels: 
$1.00 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Friend.  
 
$10 a day & 
become a  
Canterbury 
Partner.  
 
$100 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Champion. 

To make a 40 
Day donation  
* online: Click Here   
* phone: 407-365-
5571   
*mail : Canterbury  
1601 Alafaya Trail 
Oviedo, FL 32765 

 

Coming to 

Canterbury 
 

Hear, Read, 

Mark, Learn & 

Inwardly Digest 

Sept. 25-26 

With The 

Emmaus School 

of Biblical 

Studies this is a 

retreat on 

reading the Bible 

for all it is worth, 

making inductive 

Bible Study 

central in life.  

Click Here  

+++++++++++++++ 
For other events, 

retreats, seminars, 

conferences   

Click Here.  

 

https://canterburyretreat.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_12
http://canterburyretreat.org/hear-read-mark-learn-and-inwardly-digest-september-25-26-2015/
http://canterburyretreat.org/events/


A Canterbury Tale – Worship Summit / September 18-19  

A lot of energy and effort is invested in envisioning and equipping God’s people to pray, to read 
the Word, to evangelize and do acts of service- certainly all important spiritual disciplines. There 
will come a day however when we need to do none of these things.  Every need will be met.  
Every prayer will be answered.  There will be no more tears.  There will come a day when the 
task of evangelism will be done and people from every tribe, nation and tongue will gather 
before the Almighty God. The one thing we will do for all eternity is WORSHIP! 

 Worship is the essential and ultimate goal of humanity.  On this side of glory we have the  
      opportunity to cultivate and nurture the heart of the worshippers.  This is the focus of this  
      conference. If you are a worshipper-if you lead worship -if you have a heart to worship the  
      Lord, Join us in an amazing moment.  

 
Jeff Ling has served the body of Christ for over 30 years. Jeff has a pastor’s heart and his teaching ministry is 
dynamic, humorous, practical and solidly rooted in the Scriptures.  He has ministered throughout the world focusing 
on worship, servant leadership, and spiritual growth. For more info / to register Click Here 
 
 
A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for sound learning and 
in the course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and peace. Give wisdom to the Board 
and Staff; to make wise decisions, to be good stewards of all resources. Lead us we pray to strength and 
stability. Inspire us by your Holy Spirit with a vision for greater mission and effectiveness for the expansion of 
your Kingdom in this diocese and beyond; that people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in 
their knowledge of you by the work done here. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us 
the need for retreat to be strengthened and renewed. Amen. 
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Jeff Ling 

http://canterburyretreat.org/worship-summit-2/
http://www.canterburyretreat.org/
file:///C:/ï¿¼https/::www.facebook.com:CanterburyRetreatAndConferenceCenter
https://twitter.com/CanterburyRtr

