
 

 

Good tasting and ripe fruit…   
People often think that the fruit in the Garden of Eden that tempted Adam and Eve was an 
apple. The Genesis account does not say except that the fruit was good to eat.  I like apples, I 
travel every October into the Apple growing region of North Carolina and bring back a few 
bushel of apples every year and when I was pastoring a congregation we had our own feast day 
of Apple Sunday!  Saying that and being a Georgia Boy I have to say, “If I was to be tempted by 
fruit it would have to be a Georgia Peach!”  Sweet, juicy and delicious, there is nothing like a 
peach and I have a picked a few in peach orchards in Georgia.  Are your taste buds primed? 

Spiritually, fruit is important. Jesus speaks of this in The Gospel of Luke;  For no good tree bears 
bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit, for each tree is known by its own fruit. For 
figs are not gathered from thorn bushes, nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush. The good 
person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil 
treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. (Luke 6:43–45) 

Regardless of your convictions whether a Christian or not, your life will bear fruit; a harvest of 
one kind or another.  We hear this instruction in Paul’s Letter to the Galatians in chapter five.   
Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, 
sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, 
drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who 
do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is 
no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires.  If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.  (Galatians 5:19–25) 

Like a tree, we are known by the fruit we produce.  There are works (fruit) of the flesh yielding 
a culture of selfishness and self-centeredness. A good portion of social media (Facebook, 
Twitter, etc.) often reflects the qualities attributed to the flesh; the outrage, political posturing, 
and polarizing anger. It is leans toward self-indulgent expression, name-calling, enlisting people 
to “like” the behavior.  As with the world in which we live it can quickly become toxic.  

There are moments, reflective and thoughtful writers who douse the fires of rage with kindness, 
mercy, grace and love.  They exhibit and bear the fruit of the Holy Spirit.  There is righteous 
anger and we need passion but it needs to be poured out through the conduit of the Holy Spirit.  
We cultivate this fruit in our lives by yielding to the Spirit, denying our own desires and 
passions.  It is wrought in the moments of life yielding transformation.   

In this world we have embraced a lie of relativism.  That is we can do what we want as long as it 
does not hurt anyone.  That has become the standard for right and wrong.  The problem is it is 
not true.  There is good and bad behavior and actions.  There is a way to live that yields a 
quality of life that is superior; living by the Spirit and cultivating the good spiritual fruit.  As with 
many things you have a choice. Live by the flesh and you yield pain, sorrow and destruction.  
Live by the Spirit and you love, joy and peace.        

The Rev. Jon Davis PhD 
Executive Director               

DAY 20 / September 20, 2015 

Contribute to 40 
Days of Funding 
with 3 levels: 
$1.00 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Friend.  
 
$10 a day & 
become a  
Canterbury 
Partner.  
 
$100 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Champion. 

To make a 40 
Day donation  
* online: Click Here   
* phone: 407-365-
5571   
*mail : Canterbury  
1601 Alafaya Trail 
Oviedo, FL 32765 

 

Coming to 

Canterbury 

Proof of God  

October 2-3 
As a former 

atheist, Doug Ell 

spent more than 30 

years reconciling 

science and God. 

His book Counting 

to God details this 

fascinating journey. 

Join in a discussion 

of how the world 

was created & 

formed with faith 

at the center. 

CLICK HERE 

+++++++++++++++ 
For other events, 

retreats, seminars, 

conferences   

Click Here.  

https://canterburyretreat.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_12
http://canterburyretreat.org/proof-of-god-conference-october-2-3-2015/
http://canterburyretreat.org/events/


A Canterbury Tale – Hear, Read, Learn, Mark and 
Inwardly Digest / September 25-26, 2015.  

 Proper 28 from the 1979 Book of Common Prayer gives us this charge concerning 
Holy Scripture.  Canterbury and the Emmaus School of Biblical Studies ( www.esbsonline.org ) are teaming up to 
bring you a weekend of: Inductive Bible Study.  Do you have a training strategy in place for 
helping your congregation read the Bible in a meaningful way?  Is that training strategy 
engaging enough to also use as an outreach tool?  Have you considered using Bible study skills 
as part of your church growth strategy?  

Consider joining us this fall to learn a method of Bible study that could transform the way you 
and your congregation read the Bible.  We’ll spend a weekend with the N.T. book of Philemon, 
learning how to study the text using the Inductive Bible Study method.  We’ll learn how to read the book in its 
historical context and we’ll learn valuable study techniques that make the Bible come alive. 

Who should come? 
• Anyone interested in simply enriching their own personal reading and study of the Bible. 
• Those overseeing Bible study curriculums & classes.   
            Those looking to pick up valuable study skills to take home and give to others. 
• Those interested in using Bible study as a church growth strategy.   

September 25-26, 2015 / This weekend begins Friday evening with dinner and ends Saturday 
Afternoon by 4pm. Join us in times of reflection, revelation, sharing, worship, fellowship, joy 

and so much more as we delve into the treasure of God’s word.  You’ll leave with greater understanding of faith, 
hope and love and how the Word of God transform lives, beginning with yours!  Cost includes all meals & hospitality, 
program & retreat materials,  Commuters: $75.00 / Double Occupancy $125.00 Single Occupancy $150.00.  For more 
information, and to register for this weekend event, visit Canterbury’s website: CLICK HERE 

  

A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for sound 
learning and in the course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and peace. 
Give wisdom to the Board and Staff; to make wise decisions, to be good stewards of all resources. 
Lead us we pray to strength and stability. Inspire us by your Holy Spirit with a vision for greater 
mission and effectiveness for the expansion of your Kingdom in this diocese and beyond; that 
people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in their knowledge of you by the work 
done here. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us the need for retreat to be 
strengthened and renewed. Amen. 
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