
 

 

Keep the Fire Burning…  
For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying 
on of my hands,  (2 Timothy 1:6) 

Paul gives his son in the faith, Timothy some sage advice. We could translate fan into flame as; 
stir up, to kindle afresh, stoke the fire, rekindle the gift of God that is within you.  Does anyone 
start anything hoping to mediocre? Did we start in Christ wanting enough to just get by? 

Think for a moment and if you are a Christian remember your first faith in Christ, the newness 
of Jesus in your life. I have a vivid memory of praying out loud for the first time.  It was risky, 
exciting, fresh and new.  Reflect on your journey in faith; the exciting moment when you 
realized this was more than just a tradition, a practice, a ritual, your parent’s faith.  See in your 
mind that amazing event when Jesus came into your life!   That is what we are encouraged to 
fan into flame.  

The fire of our faith needs to be tended.   How do we do that? To have a fire you must have:   

1. Fuel - What is the fuel of the Christian life?  It is a knowledge of God’s word letting the Word 
of Christ dwell in you richly (Col. 3:16).  A favorite prayer from the Book of Common Prayer is 
Proper 28 celebrating the Scriptures encouraging us to: Hear; Read; Learn; Mark and inwardly 
digest God’s Word. Later in this same letter Paul tells Timothy  All Scripture is inspired by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the 
man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17   Do you want 
to burn bright for Jesus?   Spend time in the scriptures! 

There are additional fuels as well: Fellowship with God (Prayer / Worship / sharing in the 
Sacraments) The piety we practice fuels the fire in our life.  The more time I spend with God the 
brighter the fire in my life.  To be a person devoted to being in God’s presence yields amazing 
things in the heart of a believer. Like those early moments of faith it is not forgetting my first 
love but letting my love for Christ permeate all I am and all I do.     

Another important fuel is Fellowship with Others; When I think of Fellowship I am reminded of 
this story. D. L. Moody was visiting a prominent Chicago citizen when the idea of church 
membership and involvement came up.  I believe I can be just as good a Christian outside the 
church as I can be inside it, the man said. Moody said nothing. Instead, he moved to the 
fireplace, blazing against the winter outside, removed one burning coal, placed it on the hearth. 
The two men sat together and watched the ember die out.  I see, the other man said.   We 
need each other!   There are other important things to glean from reflecting on Holy / Sacred 
Fire.  We will continue this tomorrow. 
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DAY  22 / September 22, 2015 

Contribute to 40 
Days of Funding 
with 3 levels: 
$1.00 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Friend.  
 
$10 a day & 
become a  
Canterbury 
Partner.  
 
$100 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Champion. 

To make a 40 
Day donation  
* online: Click Here   
* phone: 407-365-
5571   
*mail : Canterbury  
1601 Alafaya Trail 
Oviedo, FL 32765 

 

Coming to 

Canterbury 

Proof of God  

October 2-3 
As a former 

atheist, Doug Ell 

spent more than 30 

years reconciling 

science and God. 

His book Counting 

to God details this 

fascinating journey. 

Join in a discussion 

of how the world 

was created & 

formed with faith 

at the center. 

CLICK HERE 

+++++++++++++++ 
For other events, 

retreats, seminars, 

conferences   

Click Here.  

https://canterburyretreat.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_12
http://canterburyretreat.org/proof-of-god-conference-october-2-3-2015/
http://canterburyretreat.org/events/


A Canterbury Tale – Trey Rogers 

Canterbury Retreat and Conference center is a beautiful place of rest and contemplation. 
The grounds are meant be a place where people come and engage with God through 
creation and authentic community. My family and myself have been blessed with our 
time spent at this wonderful place and I’m thankful for it’s sanctuary in the middle of a 
big city Orlando. It’s not only a place where events circulate, but it really is a Gospel-
center community of people that love one another and their guest. They are committed 
to the mission and vision of seeing people grow in their relationship with the Lord and 
walking side by side with people as they grow in their faith. The Lord has big plans for 
this sacred space and I’m excited to be a part of the future of Canterbury. 

  Trey Rogers is on staff with Emmaus Ministries in Oviedo, FL.  
He and his family have been serving in full-time ministry  
for the last seven years through missionary training  
and Bible teaching.   http://www.esbsonline.org  

 

  

A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for sound 
learning and in the course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and peace. 
Give wisdom to the Board and Staff; to make wise decisions, to be good stewards of all resources. 
Lead us we pray to strength and stability. Inspire us by your Holy Spirit with a vision for greater 
mission and effectiveness for the expansion of your Kingdom in this diocese and beyond; that 
people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in their knowledge of you by the work 
done here. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us the need for retreat to be 
strengthened and renewed. Amen. 
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(Is a designated 501-C3 non-profit corporation and all contributions are tax deductible) 

Trey Rogers 

http://www.esbsonline.org/
http://www.canterburyretreat.org/
file:///C:/ï¿¼https/::www.facebook.com:CanterburyRetreatAndConferenceCenter
https://twitter.com/CanterburyRtr

