
 

 

Keep the Fire Burning…  
For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying 
on of my hands,  (2 Timothy 1:6) 

Paul gives his son in the faith, Timothy some sage advice. We could translate fan into flame as; 
stir up, to kindle afresh, stoke the fire, rekindle the gift of God that is within you.  The fire of 
our faith needs to be tended.   How do we do that? To have a fire you must have:  Fuel as we 
talked about yesterday you also need… 

2. Oxygen - The picture here is of fanning the flame is the gentle breath upon kindling. It is 
receiving the breath of God on our lives afresh.  Take oxygen away and the fire will go out. God 
breathed and created humanity.   In Ezekiel the valley of dry bones comes to life when the wind 
of the Spirit descends.  The images of Pentecost are a mighty wind and fire descending.  In 
Ephesians 5:18 we are reminded… And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but 
be filled with the Spirit,   The language here could be better translated from the original Greek 
as: Always, constantly be ever filling with the Holy Spirit.   Being filled with the Holy Spirit is not 
a one time experience but a daily, moment to moment filling.  I need the Holy Spirit to make 
the flame glow and burn.  

To have a Fire you also need a Spark.  There is a moment of ignition; an awakening; seeing 
something about myself and my need for Christ. I need to a savior and redemption.  I am not 
sure how the spark happens I know that in building a fire lighting a match there is a friction that 
produces a spark.  In the same way my life needs to rub against the things of God.  There is a 
moment in the parable of the prodigal son where it says; He came to himself. Luke 15:17.  
There was a recognition, a confession, a decision and it was the spark that began the journey 
home.    

Part of what happens on the Canterbury Campus is this very 
thing.   We witness moments of discovery, decisions and sparks 
that move a person into greater faith, understanding and action. 
The wind of the Holy Spirit blows across the Canterbury campus 
and things are changed, there is an ignition, a fuse is lit and 
something new happens.   Canterbury has been in the shadow 
of the Kennedy Space Center sitting 40 miles west of the Cape.  
We often see Rocket launches from the campus.  In a similar 
way we see the fires that thrust not rockets into space but 
people into new adventures.  You are invited to fan the flame of 
your faith at Canterbury! 

Tomorrow some final thoughts about FIRE! 

The Rev. Jon Davis PhD 
Executive Director               

 

DAY  23 / September 23, 2015 

Contribute to 40 
Days of Funding 
with 3 levels: 
$1.00 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Friend.  
 
$10 a day & 
become a  
Canterbury 
Partner.  
 
$100 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Champion. 

To make a 40 
Day donation  
* online: Click Here   
* phone: 407-365-
5571   
*mail : Canterbury  
1601 Alafaya Trail 
Oviedo, FL 32765 

 

Coming to 

Canterbury 

Proof of God  

October 2-3 
As a former 

atheist, Doug Ell 

spent more than 30 

years reconciling 

science and God. 

His book Counting 

to God details this 

fascinating journey. 

Join in a discussion 

of how the world 

was created & 

formed with faith 

at the center. 

CLICK HERE 

+++++++++++++++ 
For other events, 

retreats, seminars, 

conferences   

Click Here.  

The Shuttle Columbia's 
last launch 

https://canterburyretreat.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_12
http://canterburyretreat.org/proof-of-god-conference-october-2-3-2015/
http://canterburyretreat.org/events/


 

A Canterbury Tale – Tom Philips 

 Tom Phillips directs Emmaus Ministries, which in May of this year entered into a partnership 
with Canterbury, as together they plan to host a 10 month long residential Bible school 
beginning August 2016.  Through the program, young adults will live in residence at 
Canterbury, as they study through the entire Bible together.  For more information about the 
partnership and the program, visit Emmaus Ministries website at 
www.emmausbibleministries.org  

Here are some thoughts from Tom:  For a decade now, Julia and I have been invested in 
teaching and training the next generation of Christian leaders, as we’ve taken a group of young 

people through the content of the Bible each year with Emmaus Ministries.  Since 2006 we’ve 
hosted the school in the beautiful Lake Lure, NC.  Our “Canterbury Tale” is just beginning, as we 
are now re-planting Emmaus Minsitries at Canterbury.  We met Jon Davis in Nov. 2014 as he 
was on a personal retreat in Lake Lure.  Immediately it was clear that our missions and 
ministries were a match.  It wasn’t long before a vision for hosting Emmaus at Canterbury was 
conceived.  We’re now on the ground in Oviedo, planning for an Aug. 2016 launch.  We’re so 
excited about what God has in store for Emmaus at Canterbury.  
We’re excited to see a long-term discipleship community take 
shape on it’s campus, and we’re so thankful for Canterbury’s 
stewardship of this sacred space and campus, in making it 
available for what will soon take place here.   

  

A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for sound 
learning and in the course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and peace. 
Give wisdom to the Board and Staff; to make wise decisions, to be good stewards of all resources. 
Lead us we pray to strength and stability. Inspire us by your Holy Spirit with a vision for greater 
mission and effectiveness for the expansion of your Kingdom in this diocese and beyond; that 
people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in their knowledge of you by the work 
done here. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us the need for retreat to be 
strengthened and renewed. Amen. 
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(Is a designated 501-C3 non-profit corporation and all contributions are tax deductible) 

Tom Phillips 

http://www.emmausbibleministries.org/
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