
 

 

Relationship…  Young Life, a ministry found primarily on high school campuses has a phrase I 

have carried with me for years.   People don’t care how much you know until they know how 
much you care.  This idea / concept has been a driving force in my life.   The shift in our culture 
over the last fifty years has something like this in the mix.   Think of the shift in public 
communication and media.  Television shows in the 1990’s were built on a highly relational 
foundation. Friends, Seinfeld, the emergence of Reality TV.  From the Jim Carey movie, The 
Truman Show there is this stilling monolouge by the character Christoff… We've become bored 
with watching actors give us phony emotions. We are tired of pyrotechnics and special effects. 
While the world he inhabits is, in some respects, counterfeit, there's nothing fake about 
Truman himself. No scripts, no cue cards. It isn't always Shakespeare, but it's genuine. It's a life.  
It speaks of a deep desire for something authentic.  

One place to unpack this cultural shift is in the Star Trek franchise.  I am a fan (not a fanatic) 
regarding Star Trek. The original series from the 1960’s hearalded logic and science as the 
answer to every thing and the character Spock functions to supress all emotion.  In the next 
series Star Trek The Next Generation, the android character Data has no emotion and is on a 
quest to gain emotions and become human. As the series unfolded, moving to the movies, Data 
gets his wish.  Every aspect of our lives has a relational component to it.  We have virtual 
relationships, Facebook is picture of a quest for friends. Today I have 934 Facebook friends 
spanning my life. These connections come from schools, places I have lived, work, ministries, a 
few chance encounters here and there.  Some of the 934, I have never met.  It is safe to say if I 
were making a list of friends in my life I could look at this list and say maybe 200 are authentic 
friends. (If your reading this and if it makes you feel better, consider you are in the 200!) 

Businesses, communities, non-profits, service organizations, churches are built on a relational 
model.  This is central to the mission of Canterbury as we function as a place of hospitality. I 
see the community expressed most profoundly in the dining room.  Groups have “meetings”  
coming for a variety of reasons; to learn, plan, grow, reflect and refuel.  When they take a 
break for a meal, something wonderful happens around the table.  A connection takes place as 
people tell stories, laugh, engage and interact with one another. This is the stuff of life! 

So where in your life are you connected?  What relationships have been key?  What have you 
received from friends? What have you given others?  Do they know you care? I am reminded of 
the holiday classic, It’s a Wonderful Life.  The final scene George Bailey reads a note from 
Clarence his guardian angel.  It read… Dear 
George, Remember no man is a failure who has 
friends!  We pursue many things in this life; power, 
security, wealth, position and things. What will we 
have in the end?  The love we shared with family 
and friends.  Relationships carry an eternal 
component.  Fill your life with relationships for 
rich are the people who love well for it will be 
returned to them in a Wonderful Life! 

The Rev. Jon Davis PhD 
Executive Director        

DAY 33 / October 3, 2015 

Contribute to 40 
Days of Funding 
with 3 levels: 
$1.00 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Friend.  
 
$10 a day & 
become a  
Canterbury 
Partner.  
 
$100 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Champion. 

To make a 40 
Day donation  
* online: Click Here   
* phone: 407-365-
5571   
*mail : Canterbury  
1601 Alafaya Trail 
Oviedo, FL 32765 

 

Coming to 

Canterbury 

Dangerous 

Prayer Retreat 

December 4-5 
Entering the thick & 
thin places of faith, 
hope & love that 
will yield 
transformation in 
your life. Join a 
retreat of 
contemplative 
reflection and 
spiritual insight as 
to how we live in 
this world.  
Click Here for more 
information  

For other events, 

retreats, seminars, 

conferences   

Click Here.  

https://canterburyretreat.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_12
http://canterburyretreat.org/dangerous-prayer-2/
http://canterburyretreat.org/events/


Theology of Work Seminar and Retreat  
with Bakke Graduate University  
October 16-17, 2015 

Servant Leadership, Stewardship, and Joy at Work 

Do you want to find more meaning in your life as you bring God’s Kingdom 
into your daily work? The Theology of Work seminar will show you how. You 

will gain a holistic understanding of work, calling, life, relationships, 
community, influence, health, and the environment. Our speakers serve at 
Bakke Graduate University (BGU) where they have taught Theology of Work to 
faculty and leaders in colleges, seminaries, and agencies in almost 40 
countries. They are here to share their passion for influencing your workplace 
with Christ’s perspective. 

 

Why You Should Attend This Event?  We work for God’s glory through our various callings both outside as well 
as inside normal church ministry programs. Come learn how to: 

 Utilize your God-given callings in the workplace 

 Provide increased ministry during the entire week, not just at church 

 Experience joy in your work 

For more information and to register Click Here or Call Canterbury at 407-365-5571 

  

A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for sound learning and in the 
course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and peace. Give wisdom to the Board and Staff; to make 
wise decisions, to be good stewards of all resources. Lead us we pray to strength and stability. Inspire us by your Holy 
Spirit with a vision for greater mission and effectiveness for the expansion of your Kingdom in this diocese and beyond; 
that people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in their knowledge of you by the work done here. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us the need for retreat to be strengthened and renewed. Amen. 

 

  
 

 

  

1601 Alafaya Trail / Oviedo, Florida 32765 
Ph. 407-365-5571  / Web.  www.canterburyretreat.org  

  
(Is a designated 501-C3 non-profit corporation and all contributions are tax deductible) 

http://canterburyretreat.org/theology-of-work-seminar-october-16-17-2015/
http://www.canterburyretreat.org/
file:///C:/ï¿¼https/::www.facebook.com:CanterburyRetreatAndConferenceCenter
https://twitter.com/CanterburyRtr

