
 

 

Legacy…   How often do we step back from our life and really consider what we are doing?  

For myself this is an intentional exercise twice a year.  I take a week long hermitage retreat and 
as I enter that space I do so to reflect on life.  I know there are seasons where one day follows 
another and I can get so caught up in the flow of time.   There have been moments where I 
have lived an unexamined life.  I do not pause and consider but rather I am driven from one 
thing to the next.  Something that will interrupt that cycle in a good way is when I think about 
legacy, specifically what will I leave behind?   

Both my mom and dad were veterans of World War II, My 
father, Maj. Millard Q. Davis was a career military officer 
and fought in North Africa under General Patton and 
landed in Italy and was part of the force liberating Rome.  
He received the Bronze Star, The Silver Star and 2 Purple 
Hearts.  He was a war hero.  My mother, Lt. June L. Davis 
was an army nurse. She worked in an EVAC hospital in 
London treating soldiers returning from the war in 
Europe.  She was called back for Korea serving at a 
hospital at Schofield Barraks in Hawaii.  My dad died at 
the age of 51 in March of 1970.  My mother never 

remarried and died in 2005 having lived a very full 83 years.  I share this because I think of the 
legacy they left.   In their lives they defended our country, served with honor and made a 
difference in this world.  In their post-military life they offered themselves for service in the 
communities where they lived.  Mom and Dad were founding members of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in Newnan, GA.  Mom was also a trained pianist and organist and she served in the 
music ministry of every church we attended. Mom and Dad, taught me to be honest, to respect 
authority, to give.   They instilled in me a love of learning.  The greatest gift they gave to me 
was love.  I am who I am today because of who they were. For good or bad I am part of their 
legacy in this world.  It makes me consider what am I leaving behind.   

I remember hearing a presentation by Tony Campolo.  One reason I think of legacy often is the 
impact of that message.  He spoke of a survey where 100 people over that age 95 were asked 
this question, If you had it to do over again what would you do different?  There were three 
main responses.  1. I would risk more, life is not as fragile as we think it is and I would have 
taken more chances.   2.  I would not let life pass me by, wake up and find that ten or twenty 
years went by in a flash.  I would live in the moment.  3.  I would leave something behind that 
would outlast me.   

Consider your life.  What is truly important? What do you want to leave behind?  Build your 
life, your work, your family, the community where you live with this in mind.  Do not waste the 
precious gift you have been given.  Invest in eternal things. You’ll be glad you did! 

The Rev. Jon Davis PhD 
Executive Director        

 

DAY 36 / October 6, 2015 

Contribute to 40 
Days of Funding 
with 3 levels: 
$1.00 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Friend.  
 
$10 a day & 
become a  
Canterbury 
Partner.  
 
$100 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Champion. 

To make a 40 
Day donation  
* online: Click Here   
* phone: 407-365-
5571   
*mail : Canterbury  
1601 Alafaya Trail 
Oviedo, FL 32765 

 

Coming to 

Canterbury 

Dangerous 

Prayer Retreat 

December 4-5 
Entering the thick & 
thin places of faith, 
hope & love that 
will yield 
transformation in 
your life. Join a 
retreat of 
contemplative 
reflection and 
spiritual insight as 
to how we live in 
this world.  
Click Here for more 
information  

For other events, 

retreats, seminars, 

conferences  

Click Here.  

https://canterburyretreat.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_12
http://canterburyretreat.org/dangerous-prayer-2/
http://canterburyretreat.org/events/


Theology of Work Seminar and Retreat  
with Bakke Graduate University  
October 16-17, 2015 

Servant Leadership, Stewardship, and Joy at Work 

Do you want to find more meaning in your life as you bring God’s Kingdom 
into your daily work? The Theology of Work seminar will show you how. You 

will gain a holistic understanding of work, calling, life, relationships, 
community, influence, health, and the environment. Our speakers serve at 
Bakke Graduate University (BGU) where they have taught Theology of Work to 
faculty and leaders in colleges, seminaries, and agencies in almost 40 
countries. They are here to share their passion for influencing your workplace 
with Christ’s perspective. 

 

Why You Should Attend This Event?  We work for God’s glory through our various callings both outside as well 
as inside normal church ministry programs. Come learn how to: 

 Utilize your God-given callings in the workplace 

 Provide increased ministry during the entire week, not just at church 

 Experience joy in your work 

For more information and to register Click Here or Call Canterbury at 407-365-5571 

  

A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for sound learning and in the 
course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and peace. Give wisdom to the Board and Staff; to make 
wise decisions, to be good stewards of all resources. Lead us we pray to strength and stability. Inspire us by your Holy 
Spirit with a vision for greater mission and effectiveness for the expansion of your Kingdom in this diocese and beyond; 
that people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in their knowledge of you by the work done here. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us the need for retreat to be strengthened and renewed. Amen. 
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(Is a designated 501-C3 non-profit corporation and all contributions are tax deductible) 
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