
 

 

Servant Leadership…   I get to teach seminary students from time to time.  Regardless of 

the topic I always throw in a brief discussion of ministry essentials.  The first one I summarize in 
three statements.  

           1. You cannot give away what you do not have. 
                   2. You cannot lead people to a place you have not been. 
                         3.  You teach what you know and reproduce what you are. 
 
I have seen these principles lived out many times.  For a season part of my ministry was to be a 
“head-hunter” for youth ministers and this included consulting with church leaders and 
pastors.  I would give them a lot of advice about interview questions, process, things to look 
out for and such.  As these three statements began to take root in me I would add this bit of 
advice… Ask questions, check references, etc. but more so look at their life because the youth 
ministry will look like them.  Ask questions about their faith, their spiritual disciplines and 
practice because this is what the ministry will look like. 
 
As a minister, I know if I want the “flock” entrusted to me to be growing in their knowledge and 
love of the Lord, to be people of prayer who read God’s word, to be givers and servants; I had 
better be doing these things.  This concept applies to your business, your family, any place you 
have leadership.  It is a sobering principle.  If I want to see postive change in the community, 
movement toward agreed upon goals; it starts with me.   
 
Part of the task of leadership is to inspire people, to challenge them to do more, go further and 
stretch themselves to reach beyond where they are.  This is the challenge before every 
business, non-profit, institution and organization.  Chris Edmonds in his book The Culture 
Engine says; Servant leadership is the foundation for leading others effectively.  I define servant 
leadership as a person's dedication to helping others be their best selves at home, work, and in 
their community. Anyone can serve--and lead--from any position or role in a family, workplace, 
or community.  
 
Jesus is the prototype- servant leader.  Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into 
his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, rose from supper. He 
laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. Then he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that 
was wrapped around him. (John 13:3–5)  The task of washing feet was given to the most lowly 
servant of the household.  To me when I read this I am taken by the first verse, I could 
summarize it like this;  Jesus knowing who He was…   He was Messiah, Redeemer, Mighty, Holy, 
All Powerful, King and Lord; took a towel and washed the disciple’s feet.  May we all find the 
grace in our work, our homes, our journey to be servant leaders. 
 

The Rev. Jon Davis PhD 
Executive Director        

 

DAY 37 / October 7, 2015 

Contribute to 40 
Days of Funding 
with 3 levels: 
$1.00 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Friend.  
 
$10 a day & 
become a  
Canterbury 
Partner.  
 
$100 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Champion. 

To make a 40 
Day donation  
* online: Click Here   
* phone: 407-365-
5571   
*mail : Canterbury  
1601 Alafaya Trail 
Oviedo, FL 32765 

 

Coming to 
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The 3 Y’s  
Jan.15-16, 2016  
Dr. Mari Wholever 

introduces The 3 

Y’s  of faith - the 

essentials for 

spiritual growth   

Learn to feed your 

soul, renew your 

mind, strengthen 

your spirit with 

prayer reflection 

and God's Word.  

CLICK HERE 
+++++++++++++++++ 

For other events, 

retreats, 

opportunities at 

Canterbury  

Click Here  

 

https://canterburyretreat.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_12
http://canterburyretreat.org/3-ys-conference/
http://canterburyretreat.org/events/


Theology of Work Seminar and Retreat  
with Bakke Graduate University  
October 16-17, 2015 

Servant Leadership, Stewardship, and Joy at Work 

Do you want to find more meaning in your life as you bring God’s Kingdom 
into your daily work? The Theology of Work seminar will show you how. You 

will gain a holistic understanding of work, calling, life, relationships, 
community, influence, health, and the environment. Our speakers serve at 
Bakke Graduate University (BGU) where they have taught Theology of Work to 
faculty and leaders in colleges, seminaries, and agencies in almost 40 
countries. They are here to share their passion for influencing your workplace 
with Christ’s perspective. 

 

Why You Should Attend This Event?  We work for God’s glory through our various callings both outside as well 
as inside normal church ministry programs. Come learn how to: 

 Utilize your God-given callings in the workplace 

 Provide increased ministry during the entire week, not just at church 

 Experience joy in your work 

For more information and to register Click Here or Call Canterbury at 407-365-5571 

  

A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for sound learning and in the 
course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and peace. Give wisdom to the Board and Staff; to make 
wise decisions, to be good stewards of all resources. Lead us we pray to strength and stability. Inspire us by your Holy 
Spirit with a vision for greater mission and effectiveness for the expansion of your Kingdom in this diocese and beyond; 
that people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in their knowledge of you by the work done here. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us the need for retreat to be strengthened and renewed. Amen. 
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