
 

 

Welcome Home…  I travel fairly regularly and since 9/11 -  if less than 8 hours away I usually 

will drive.   When I can and if it makes sense I will often abandon the interstate and take the 
backroads.  There are a few places that I drive to that feel like home.   Newnan, Georgia was my 
Father’s home town for about seven generations.  Driving to Berry College, my beloved alma 
mater is another place that is home to me.  I could name another dozen or so locations where 
the feelings of home are stirred.  
 
Home for me is a place of security, warmth and comfort.  I do not have to live in a place for 
these feelings to be present.  I feel at home in many places and with many people.  There are 
some people who can generate a welcome by the way they live.  They open the door and invite 
you in offering you what they have.   People that have this gift have a way of attending to you 
in a manner that makes you think you are the most imporatnt person in the world and in that 
moment in their eyes you are.   I hope people experience this when they come to Canterbury, 
actually I know they do. The Canterbury staff, when asked will do all in their power to make you 
feel at home. 
 
It is sad to acknowledge that many are homeless and have no experience of what I have 
described.  For them the life in this world is a moment to moment struggle.  They battle against 
fear, they fight the cold, hard situation in which they exist. They do not “live” they merely 
survive day to day.  

There is an adventure for all of us to consider.  In The Hobbit, Bilbo Baggins knows what home 
is…  In a hole in the ground there lived a hobbit. Not a nasty, dirty, wet hole full of worms and 
oozy smells. This was a hobbit-hole and that means good food, a warm hearth, and all the 
comforts of home.  Later in the adventure he states his purpose…  I often think of Bag End. I 
miss my books, and my armchair, and my garden. See, that's where I belong, that's home. 
That's why I came back... 'cause you don't have one, a home. It was taken from you. But I will 
help you take it back if I can.  

Bilbo’s purpose is ours as well.  For the homeless, 
the wrecked lives, the lost and weary, the hungry 
and thirsty, those who feel alone or afraid; we 
have an opportunity to give them a taste of home.   
To offer them a refuge from the storms of life, to 
nurture their hearts, to feed them with kindness, 
clothe them compassion, to bind up their wounds; 
this is a mission for all of us.  In many ways it is 
simple, we offer the gift of welcome.  For the homeless we do what we can to give them a 
home! 

The Rev. Jon Davis PhD 
Executive Director        

 

 

DAY 38 / October 8, 2015 

Contribute to 40 
Days of Funding 
with 3 levels: 
$1.00 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Friend.  
 
$10 a day & 
become a  
Canterbury 
Partner.  
 
$100 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Champion. 

To make a 40 
Day donation  
* online: Click Here   
* phone: 407-365-
5571   
*mail : Canterbury  
1601 Alafaya Trail 
Oviedo, FL 32765 

 

Coming to 

Canterbury 
 

The 3 Y’s  
Jan.15-16, 2016  
Dr. Mari Wholever 

introduces The 3 

Y’s  of faith - the 

essentials for 

spiritual growth   

Learn to feed your 

soul, renew your 

mind, strengthen 

your spirit with 

prayer reflection 

and God's Word.  

CLICK HERE 
+++++++++++++++++ 

For other events, 

retreats, 

opportunities at 

Canterbury  

Click Here  

 

https://canterburyretreat.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_12
http://canterburyretreat.org/3-ys-conference/
http://canterburyretreat.org/events/


 

Theology of Work Seminar and Retreat  
with Bakke Graduate University  
October 16-17, 2015 

Servant Leadership, Stewardship, and Joy at Work 

Do you want to find more meaning in your life as you bring God’s Kingdom 
into your daily work? The Theology of Work seminar will show you how. You 

will gain a holistic understanding of work, calling, life, relationships, 
community, influence, health, and the environment. Our speakers serve at 
Bakke Graduate University (BGU) where they have taught Theology of Work to 
faculty and leaders in colleges, seminaries, and agencies in almost 40 
countries. They are here to share their passion for influencing your workplace 
with Christ’s perspective. 

 

Why You Should Attend This Event?  We work for God’s glory through our various callings both outside as well 
as inside normal church ministry programs. Come learn how to: 

 Utilize your God-given callings in the workplace 

 Provide increased ministry during the entire week, not just at church 

 Experience joy in your work 

For more information and to register Click Here or Call Canterbury at 407-365-5571 

  

A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for sound learning and in the 
course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and peace. Give wisdom to the Board and Staff; to make 
wise decisions, to be good stewards of all resources. Lead us we pray to strength and stability. Inspire us by your Holy 
Spirit with a vision for greater mission and effectiveness for the expansion of your Kingdom in this diocese and beyond; 
that people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in their knowledge of you by the work done here. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us the need for retreat to be strengthened and renewed. Amen. 
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(Is a designated 501-C3 non-profit corporation and all contributions are tax deductible) 
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file:///C:/ï¿¼https/::www.facebook.com:CanterburyRetreatAndConferenceCenter
https://twitter.com/CanterburyRtr

