
 

 

Packing your bags…  There comes a moment when nearing the end of a trip I begin to pack 

my bags to head home.  This summer Beth and I spent a week out west.  (I was actually out 
there for almost 3 weeks and Beth joined me in 
the last week)  We were with friends in Jackson 
Hole Wyoming in the shadow of the Tetons, we 
rambled through Yellowstone and into Montana.  
It was a refreshing time away.  
 
As the days in the wild west were coming to an 
end, I started gearing myself up for re-entry.  I was 
writing lists some mentally some on my calendar; 
things I needed to do, people I needed to see, 
places I needed to go.  I like getting things done 
but there have been times when “life is driving 
me”  and I feel pressed and stressed by the long 
list of tasks to be done.  Years ago in my first 
vocation in the church, I focused on the endless 
list of things I had to do.  I did this so much that in 
the rush to get things done I ignored some people.  Realizing this I wrote the following and 
placed it over my desk; People Are More Important Than Things.  Jesus modeled this oh so well.  
He took time with the broken and wounded, he touched people with healing hands, he reached 
out to the outcasts of the culture.  I am so glad this passage is in Luke’s Gospel: Now as they 
went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha welcomed him into her 
house. And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching. 
But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you 
not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord 
answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, but one 
thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her. 
(Luke 10:38–42) 
 
So as these 40 Days wind down there are a few things to consider; souveniers you have 
gathered,  pictures you have taken, moments you will remember.  From these 40 days I will 
carry away many things. It has been a good discipline to reflect and ponder. Time spent writing 
was not a burden but rather I found it as a place of focus and learning and in prayer I was able 
to sit at Jesus’ feet and hear his teaching.  It has been an opportunity to share Canterbury’s 
mission and to invite people to partner with us in prayer, participation and giving.   Most of all, 
there have been companions in this wilderness trek. I have received comments from people 
along the way who have been engaged with each step.  I have connected with friends old and 
new.  I am grateful for the virtual fellowship.  So I pack my bags with friends far and wide, 
nuggets of connection that have made these 40 Days rich and full.   
 
One more day to go?  I think not; but you will have to wait until tomorrow. 

The Rev. Jon Davis PhD 
Executive Director        

DAY 39 / October  9, 2015 

Contribute to 40 
Days of Funding 
with 3 levels: 
$1.00 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Friend.  
 
$10 a day & 
become a  
Canterbury 
Partner.  
 
$100 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Champion. 

To make a 40 
Day donation  
* online: Click Here   
* phone: 407-365-
5571   
*mail : Canterbury  
1601 Alafaya Trail 
Oviedo, FL 32765 

 

Coming to 

Canterbury 
 

The 3 Y’s  
Jan.15-16, 2016  
Dr. Mari Wholever 

introduces The 3 

Y’s  of faith - the 

essentials for 

spiritual growth   

Learn to feed your 

soul, renew your 

mind, strengthen 

your spirit with 

prayer reflection 

and God's Word.  

CLICK HERE 
+++++++++++++++++ 

For other events, 

retreats, 

opportunities at 

Canterbury  

Click Here  

 

A Mountain Lake at 10,000 feet up  
in the Montana Rockies - July 2015 

https://canterburyretreat.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_12
http://canterburyretreat.org/3-ys-conference/
http://canterburyretreat.org/events/


Theology of Work Seminar and Retreat  
with Bakke Graduate University  
October 16-17, 2015 

Servant Leadership, Stewardship, and Joy at Work 

Do you want to find more meaning in your life as you bring God’s Kingdom 
into your daily work? The Theology of Work seminar will show you how. You 

will gain a holistic understanding of work, calling, life, relationships, 
community, influence, health, and the environment. Our speakers serve at 
Bakke Graduate University (BGU) where they have taught Theology of Work to 
faculty and leaders in colleges, seminaries, and agencies in almost 40 
countries. They are here to share their passion for influencing your workplace 
with Christ’s perspective. 

 

Why You Should Attend This Event?  We work for God’s glory through our various callings both outside as well 
as inside normal church ministry programs. Come learn how to: 

 Utilize your God-given callings in the workplace 

 Provide increased ministry during the entire week, not just at church 

 Experience joy in your work 

For more information and to register Click Here or Call Canterbury at 407-365-5571 

  

A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for sound learning and in the 
course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and peace. Give wisdom to the Board and Staff; to make 
wise decisions, to be good stewards of all resources. Lead us we pray to strength and stability. Inspire us by your Holy 
Spirit with a vision for greater mission and effectiveness for the expansion of your Kingdom in this diocese and beyond; 
that people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in their knowledge of you by the work done here. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us the need for retreat to be strengthened and renewed. Amen. 
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