
 

 

True Wisdom…  
As I listen to the news, read the various feeds on my computer and click on links to things that 
interest me I walk away with a primary observation; “Have we lost our minds?” 

We have this instruction from the Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians…  “Look carefully then how 
you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15–17) 

There is a lot of foolishness of our days; Social media, political 
correctness, national debt, waste, the list could go on.  Things go 
viral and often they are things that do not really matter. In all this I 
think as a culture we have lost common sense. 

I like some of these quotes regarding Common Sense… 
     Common sense is like deodorant, the people who need it most never use it.   – Anonymous 
     Common Sense is genius wrapped up in working clothes. – Emerson   
     Common sense is not so common.― Voltaire 

The amazing gift of God to every individual is to steward our own lives. We do so with everyday 
decisions; Where to go? What to do? What we spend? How we use our time?  The most 
common sense thing we can do is live according to God’s design discerning from the 
instructions we find in the scriptures.  That is how we build a life on sure foundation–obedience. 
Christian living is right living. It is truly common sense. Walking in the ways of God teaches us 
how to build a life, a community, a nation. Moralism has been reduced to an egocentric 
posture of I can do what I want as long as it does not hurt anyone.  This is the paramount lie in 
our day. It is faulty thinking and disarms the true sense that some things are right and some 
things are wrong.   

Common Sense is Wisdom. In the book of Proverbs (9:10) we 
discover the Fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom.  My 
friend, Dave Buehring defines the Fear of the Lord as referencing & 
reverencing God in all things. It is not fear in the sense of being 
afraid but rather a deep respect and honoring.  Right, fruitful, 

prosperous living happens when God is at the center of our lives. We experience the abundant 
life as we seek to understand what the will of the Lord is.   We make choices based on God’s 
Word and the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

We Learn to fear the Lord by:  Hearing His Words  / Walking in all of His ways  / Loving Him / 
Serving Him with all your heart & soul / Hating evil, clinging to good / Trusting God in all things.  
A comprehensive way of life; everything you are, do and have.  

You can learn, experience and gain wisdom at Canterbury, come and see! 

The Rev. Jon Davis PhD 
Executive Director               

DAY  8 / September 8, 2015 

Contribute to 40 
Days of Funding 
with 3 levels: 
$1.00 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Friend.  
 
$10 a day & 
become a  
Canterbury 
Partner.  
 
$100 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Champion. 

To make a 40 
Day donation  
* online: Click Here   
* phone: 407-365-
5571   
*mail : Canterbury  
1601 Alafaya Trail 
Oviedo, FL 32765 

 Coming to 

Canterbury 
 

Hear, Read, 

Mark, Learn & 

Inwardly Digest  

Sept. 25-26 

With The 

Emmaus School 

of Biblical 

Studies. This is a 

retreat on 

reading the Bible 

for all it is worth, 

making inductive 

Bible Study 

central in life.  

Click Here  

+++++++++++++++ 
For other events, 

retreats, seminars, 

conferences   

Click Here.  

 

https://canterburyretreat.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_12
http://canterburyretreat.org/hear-read-mark-learn-and-inwardly-digest-september-25-26-2015/
http://canterburyretreat.org/events/


A Canterbury Tale –  Pastor Greg and Carol Thompson 

What’s in a name? When you think, “Canterbury” what crosses your mind? For my wife, Carole and 
me, the most significant word is “thankful.” At this stage in our lives (after 40 years in the ministry) 
and facing no opportunity for pastoral service (out of work overall for two plus years), our world (as 
we knew it) was coming apart at the seams. Through God’s gracious provision and timing we were 
dramatically reminded what it meant to “retreat.” Father Jon and his staff opened their hearts and 
their lives to us and in so many ways in this personal crisis, Canterbury became home and a refuge 
for us. To this day we still are overwhelmed and marvel at His ongoing provision.  

Walking the grounds I look across the lake and notice the cross; lighted brightly, reminding me of the 
motivation for all that is dreamt of, accomplished and instilled to and through countless souls at Canterbury… that of the 
love of God displayed openly through Jesus Christ. We continue to praise, trust and press on for discovery of how God 
intends to provide new ways to serve Him.  It is a journey and though rocky at times we have found relief on the sacred 
ground called “Canterbury." 

“Sacrifice” is another word that comes to mind along with the word “needs.” Great sacrifices 
are made to run and maintain a ministry such as Canterbury and the needs are always 
there… waiting for someone to “share” in meeting them (another word that comes to my 
mind). I know that my wife and I will be endeavoring to spread the good word regarding 
ministry at Canterbury in the days ahead. It is also our desire to do what we can to assist 
them as we moved forward into what God has planned for us. 

So - what word(s) will come to your mind when you think of Canterbury and the opportunity to 
share in perpetuating such a multi-faceted labor of love? Carole and my prayer is that you will 
"prayerfully consider” what you can do to make an investment in the ongoing ministry at 
Canterbury that will result in an untold number of souls being enabled to be (truly) “thankful.” 
Pastor Greg (and Carole) Thompson 
 

A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for sound 
learning and in the course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and peace. 
Give wisdom to the Board and Staff; to make wise decisions, to be good stewards of all resources. 
Lead us we pray to strength and stability. Inspire us by your Holy Spirit with a vision for greater 
mission and effectiveness for the expansion of your Kingdom in this diocese and beyond; that 
people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in their knowledge of you by the work 
done here. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us the need for retreat to be 
strengthened and renewed. Amen. 
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