
 

 

Life is Hard but God is Good!  
Years ago I heard a song by Billy Sprague called LaVie.  It resonated with me on many levels.  

O la vie est dure, That much is sure, Mais Dieu est bon si bon 
Through the fire & the rain, I call Him by name, And when the night is long,   
   I remember mais Dieu est bon 

Some say tighten your grip, Keep a stiff upper lip, Life goes on, But the stoics are wrong 
They know half of the story & none of the glory, For they do not know Dieu est bon 

From the French  O la vie est dure, Mais Dieu est bon si bon - means; Life is Hard but God is 
Good!  The world knows the LIFE IS HARD… 

Senseless murders in Charleston, shootings in movie theaters and recruitment centers. 
Christians beheaded by ISIS; Wars, oppression, racism, poverty, disease, polarization Left–Right  
/ Conservative–Liberal / Democrat–Republican. We find this description in the OT–Israel in 
trouble–as covenant breakers. Everyone doing what is right in their own mind.  The World can 
be a dark, cold, brutal, evil place. The Apostle Paul knew the pain of life.   

“but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, 
in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, 
hunger;“ (2 Corinthians 6:4-5) 

We are not promised an easy life. Jesus never promised his followers a life of puppies and 
rainbows, prosperity or that you will never have another problem. If you heard that Gospel 
preached–you did not hear the authentic gospel!  Whether it is Job or Paul or any of the other 
apostles–all endured pain, suffering most being martyred for their faith. Read the scriptures–
did anyone have it easy?    

We can take great comfort from scripture, because as much as people suffered, went through 
storms; they did so in a confidence & faith that sustained them.  What has sustained me in all 
of life is knowing God is Good!  As a follower of Jesus I am immersed in His goodness, 
compassion, mercy, grace, comfort and peace.  In difficulty, pain, loss, tragedy, in death I have 
found comfort in Almighty God. Paul says it well… “Not that I am speaking of being in need, for 
I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I 
know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty 
and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” (Phil 
4:11–13)  

Our testimony today to this world is of a God who loves us!  Who sent his son to save, redeem 
& heal us. He is a Good Lord!   Let faith rise-up, Let the light of hope flood the darkness. Your 
redeemer lives! Jesus overcame evil; conquered darkness, healed the breach & defeated death 
& brings us home.    

The Rev. Jon Davis PhD 
Executive Director               

DAY  9 / September 9, 2015 

Contribute to 40 
Days of Funding 
with 3 levels: 
$1.00 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Friend.  
 
$10 a day & 
become a  
Canterbury 
Partner.  
 
$100 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Champion. 

To make a 40 
Day donation  
* online: Click Here   
* phone: 407-365-
5571   
*mail : Canterbury  
1601 Alafaya Trail 
Oviedo, FL 32765 

 

Coming to 

Canterbury 
 

Proof of God  

October 2-3 
As a former 

atheist, Doug Ell 

spent more than 30 

years reconciling 

science and God. 

His book Counting 

to God details this 

fascinating journey. 

Join in a discussion 

of how the world 

was created & 

formed with faith 

at the center. 

CLICK HERE 

+++++++++++++++ 
For other events, 

retreats, seminars, 

conferences   

Click Here.  

 

https://canterburyretreat.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_12
http://canterburyretreat.org/proof-of-god-conference-october-2-3-2015/
http://canterburyretreat.org/events/


A Canterbury Tale – Dr. Pete Alwinson / Key Life  

Jesus, during His earthly sojourn, often went out to less-peopled places in His created world to 
commune with His Father.  Of course, He came into this world to help and be with people, and on 
the cross He would experience separation from God for people.  That would be a shattering 
experience for Him: “My God my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?”  Until that awful separation, 
Jesus models during the pre-cross days, the desire and importance of constant, close fellowship 
with the Father.  Nothing could keep Him from the Father. 

However many things keep us from the Father today: career building, family tending, hobby  
pursuing events keep us over occupied.  Often it seems to me in our country that the devil is in the 

options; in other countries he’s in the lack of options.  All the more necessary for us to intentionally pursue God!  Oh 
our soul cries out for more than the world can provide.  I am desperate for God, His truth, His grace, His healing 
forgiveness, His very presence.  Ah, His presence. 

Many people are moving so quickly today, and sinful choices are so prevalent , that 
they are making terrible mistakes in their lives.  Many lapses of judgment bring 
unnecessary pain into their families, ministries, and careers.  The Babylonian Talmud 
has a significant proverb:  “Who is wise?  One who forsees the future consequences of 
his acts.”  Petteri Tarkkonen has said, “Embarrassment lasts a moment, regret lasts a life time.” 

 Where can city people find a less-peopled place to rest, relax and pursue the Father?  Where can they go to 
avoid the marketing madness that shoves countless options into their already cluttered minds and hearts?  Where 
can one go to contemplate the consequences of decisions before they are made in order to avoid not only 
embarrassment, and regret, but dishonor to God?  Canterbury is one of those very few places.  I go there.  It’s calling 
you too. 

Dr. Pete Alwinson 

 
A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for sound 
learning and in the course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and peace. 
Give wisdom to the Board and Staff; to make wise decisions, to be good stewards of all resources. 
Lead us we pray to strength and stability. Inspire us by your Holy Spirit with a vision for greater 
mission and effectiveness for the expansion of your Kingdom in this diocese and beyond; that 
people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in their knowledge of you by the work 
done here. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us the need for retreat to be 
strengthened and renewed. Amen. 
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