
 

 

Waiting…  
Habakkuk 2:1-3  I will take my stand at my watchpost and station myself on the tower, and look 
out to see what he will say to me, and what I will answer concerning my complaint.  And the 
LORD answered me: "Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he may run who reads it.   
For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end- it will not lie. If it seems slow, 
wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay.  

We do not read from the prophet Habakkuk very much. He is somewhat dwarfed by the other, 
more prolific Old Testament writers. Yet in these few verses alone he offers a wealth of 
common sense wisdom for today and how we live. We need to wait on the Lord to hear 
direction.  Waiting can seem passive but that is not the waiting Habakkuk describes.  He is 
stationed as a lookout, attentive and listening. That is the active posture we need to take when 
we are seeking the Lord for an answer, a vision, a promise.  The first answer, directive is to 
write.  It speaks to the vision being important and to be transmitted.  The revelation awaits a 
future fulfillment; its impact extends beyond the present.  This fulfillment may appear to linger, 
suggesting a delay, the Lord's timetable and agenda are liable to differ from man's. 

When I was 17, I received a call to a ministry vocation. As a cradle Episcopalian, I sensed I 
would be a priest.   I lived life. I went to college. I did some growing up.  A year or so after 
college I sensed it was time for ministry. I ended up as a lay minister at a large church in Atlanta.  
I learned, grew in faith and was mentored into a powerful ministry model. A few years later I 
served an Episcopal church as a youth minister. I pondered with the idea of seminary. It did not 
happen; instead I received a call to serve in the Diocese of Central Florida doing youth ministry 
on a diocesan and national level.  After 12 years in that role I completed seminary and was 
ordained a priest twenty-four years after I heard the initial call.  Though the vision “tarries” 
wait for it.  What dreams has God spoken in your life? What visions has he given you?   Write 
them down, wait for it.  He has a plan and a purpose.  We are to seek him; wait and see what he 
will say to us! 
 
In those youth ministry years we saw God do mighty things in the lives of young people; 
redemption, healing, salvation, miracles, love unfolded in our midst.  When I was at learning 
ministry at the large Atlanta church, I recall a squeaky little prayer about youth ministry. We 
were seeing hundred of kids coming to Christ; growing in faith and I whispered, God could you 
let me be a part of this in the Episcopal Church?  God answered that prayer: thousands of young 
people serving Christ; hundreds of youth workers trained; missions, conferences, discipleship 
so much more than I ever dared hope from that quiet little prayer.  
 
The vision is not over.  It now extends to this sacred space called Canterbury. I see love and 
mercy, the ministry and power of Jesus flowing from this place. I see the KINGDOM OF GOD 
manifested on these 48 acres!   Some of it is clear and solid; some of the details are fuzzy. So 
we wait patiently to see all God will do.  Let us station ourselves to on the watchpost.  Let us 
strain our eyes to see the Kingdom in this place and in each other.   Join us in a mission to 
change the world! 
 
The Rev. Jon Davis PhD 
Executive Director   

 

             

DAY 16 / September 16, 2015 

Contribute to 40 
Days of Funding 
with 3 levels: 
$1.00 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Friend.  
 
$10 a day & 
become a  
Canterbury 
Partner.  
 
$100 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Champion. 

To make a 40 
Day donation  
* online: Click Here   
* phone: 407-365-
5571   
*mail : Canterbury  
1601 Alafaya Trail 
Oviedo, FL 32765 

 

Coming to 

Canterbury 
 

Hear, Read, 

Mark, Learn & 

Inwardly Digest 

Sept. 25-26 

With The 

Emmaus School 

of Biblical 

Studies this is a 

retreat on 

reading the Bible 

for all it is worth, 

making inductive 

Bible Study 

central in life.  

Click Here  

+++++++++++++++ 
For other events, 

retreats, seminars, 

conferences  

Click Here.  

 

https://canterburyretreat.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_12
http://canterburyretreat.org/hear-read-mark-learn-and-inwardly-digest-september-25-26-2015/
http://canterburyretreat.org/events/


A Canterbury Tale – Hear, Read, Learn, Mark and 
Inwardly Digest.  

 Proper 28 from the 1979 Book of Common Prayer gives us this charge concerning 
Holy Scripture.  Canterbury and the Emmaus School of Biblical Studies ( www.esbsonline.org ) are teaming up to 
bring you a weekend of: Inductive Bible Study.  Do you have a training strategy in place for helping your 
congregation read the Bible in a meaningful way?  Is that training strategy engaging enough to also use as an 
outreach tool?  Have you considered using Bible study skills as part of your church growth strategy?  

Consider joining us this fall to learn a method of Bible study that could transform the way you and your 
congregation read the Bible.  We’ll spend a weekend with the N.T. book of Philemon, learning how to study the text 
using the Inductive Bible Study method.  We’ll learn how to read the book in its historical context and we’ll learn 
valuable study techniques that make the Bible come alive. 

Who should come? 

 Anyone interested in simply enriching their own personal reading and study of the Bible. 
 Those overseeing Bible study curriculums & classes. 
 Those looking to pick up valuable study skills to take home and give to others. 
 Those interested in using Bible study as a church growth strategy.   

The skills you’ll learn will give you a replicable model to take back home and implement in your church. 

September 25-26, 2015 / This weekend begins Friday evening with dinner and ends Saturday Afternoon by 4pm. 
Join us in times of reflection, revelation, sharing, worship, fellowship, joy and so much more as we delve into the 
treasure of God’s word.  You’ll leave with greater understanding of faith, hope and love and how the Word of God 
transform lives, beginning with yours!  Cost includes all meals & hospitality that Canterbury offers, program & 
retreat materials,  Commuters: $75.00 / Double Occupancy $125.00 Single Occupancy $150.00.  For more 
information, and to register for this weekend event, visit Canterbury’s website: CLICK HERE 

  

A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for sound 
learning and in the course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and peace. 
Give wisdom to the Board and Staff; to make wise decisions, to be good stewards of all resources. 
Lead us we pray to strength and stability. Inspire us by your Holy Spirit with a vision for greater 
mission and effectiveness for the expansion of your Kingdom in this diocese and beyond; that 
people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in their knowledge of you by the work 
done here. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us the need for retreat to be 
strengthened and renewed. Amen. 
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(Is a designated 501-C3 non-profit corporation and all contributions are tax deductible) 
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