
 

 

On Death and Dying…  

We do not like to think about death and dying.  We put away, relegate it to “someday” and try 
to think about other things.  I appreciate how the Book of Common Prayer gives us some 
instruction about death…  The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds all its meaning in 
the resurrection. Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we, too, shall be raised.  The liturgy, 
therefore, is characterized by joy, in the certainty that "neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.''  This joy, however, does not make human grief unchristian. The very love we have for 
each other in Christ brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death. Jesus himself wept at the 
grave of his friend. So, while we rejoice that one we love has entered into the nearer presence of 
our Lord, we sorrow in sympathy with those who mourn. 

My mother passed away in 2005. I waited by her bedside until she breathed her last.  It was 
sorrowful, full of grief yet it was not a tragedy.  Mom had a full, wonderful life and she stepped 
from this life to the next.  We sent her off with love & tears. A month later it was Easter, after a 
week of services, glorious celebrations and worship at All Saints Church in Winter Park, Easter 
afternoon found me exhausted relaxing at home.  My thoughts turned to my mother.  I 
commented to my wife Beth on how Mom, a faithful Episcopalian all her life would have 
rejoiced in the Easter celebrations at All Saints. As a church organist she would have loved the 
magnificent music, the rich liturgy and all the worship. I said to Beth, Mom would have loved 
being a member at All Saints.  Beth calmly replied, Your mom had the best Easter she ever had!   
What wisdom & comfort from my wife! Though tears filled my eyes, I believe it.  I’m saddened 
by her passing yet death was not the end. For the Christian life is not over, it is changed.   

In the midst of my grieving my mother’s death, a friend from college shared something with me. 
We went to Berry College and Martha Berry the school’s founder was a strong Christian woman, 
(also an Episcopalian) she carried this clipping in her Bible by Henry Van Dyke, it read:  What is 
Dying–I am standing upon the seashore. A ship at my side spreads her white sails to the 
morning breeze & starts for the ocean.  She is an object of beauty & strength. I stand watching 
her until at length she hangs like a speck of white cloud where the sea & sky come down to 
mingle with each other.  Then some one at my side says, "There!  She's gone." Gone where?  
Gone from my sight--that is all.  She is just as large in mast & hull & spar as she was when she 
left my side, just as able to bear her load of living freight to the place of destination.  Her 
diminished size is in me, not in her & at that moment when some one at my side says, "There!  
She's gone.," there are other eyes watching her coming & other voices ready to take up the glad 
shout, "There she comes."    

On the shore of heaven stand the saints eager to welcome us home. We have a certain hope in 
Christ.  Death is not the end it is a door and when we go through it we enter our Master’ Joy! 

The Rev. Jon Davis PhD 
Executive Director               

 

DAY 21 / September 21, 2015 

Contribute to 40 
Days of Funding 
with 3 levels: 
$1.00 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Friend.  
 
$10 a day & 
become a  
Canterbury 
Partner.  
 
$100 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Champion. 

To make a 40 
Day donation  
* online: Click Here   
* phone: 407-365-
5571   
*mail : Canterbury  
1601 Alafaya Trail 
Oviedo, FL 32765 

 

Coming to 

Canterbury 

Proof of God  

October 2-3 
As a former 

atheist, Doug Ell 

spent more than 30 

years reconciling 

science and God. 

His book Counting 

to God details this 

fascinating journey. 

Join in a discussion 

of how the world 

was created & 

formed with faith 

at the center. 

CLICK HERE 

+++++++++++++++ 
For other events, 

retreats, seminars, 

conferences   

Click Here.  

https://canterburyretreat.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_12
http://canterburyretreat.org/proof-of-god-conference-october-2-3-2015/
http://canterburyretreat.org/events/


A Holiday Celebration at Canterbury,  
Saturday, December 19, 6-9pm /  
A Wild Game Dinner and Christmas Concert with 
David Teems.  

Gather with friends and family to celebrate a Canterbury Christmas and support 
the mission and ministry of Canterbury.  Enjoy the hospitality, take in our peaceful 

surroundings and prepare yourself for a fabulous menu of wild game, seasonal favorites and scrumptious desserts 
along with great music and a few holiday surprises. The Menu is still to be determined based on supply but last year 
we had Wild Boar, Elk, Venison, and Game Birds.  The food will be fabulous!  You can make reservations for the 
dinner: Click Here  

Enjoy an evening of great music with David Teems.  David is a prolific musician in the classic 
singer/songwriter tradition. He is a life long personal friend of Fr. Jon.  He is a scholar and an 
author.  Fr. Jon shares this… When I think of David Teems; He is a wordsmith, a poet and a trubadour, 
a psalmist and Christian mystic in a celtic tradition.  He is well worth your time and attention.    
Check out  http://davidteems.com  

 

  

A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for sound 
learning and in the course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and peace. 
Give wisdom to the Board and Staff; to make wise decisions, to be good stewards of all resources. 
Lead us we pray to strength and stability. Inspire us by your Holy Spirit with a vision for greater 
mission and effectiveness for the expansion of your Kingdom in this diocese and beyond; that 
people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in their knowledge of you by the work 
done here. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us the need for retreat to be 
strengthened and renewed. Amen. 
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