
 

 

Keep the Fire Burning…  
For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying 
on of my hands,  (2 Timothy 1:6) 

Fire is a fairly basic essential to life and has huge benefits.  

Fire burns and consumes. This consumption can be destructive wild fires burning up acreage 
and resources.  Yet in many ways a fire can a great way to get rid of things.  I am reminded of 
this passage from 1 Corinthians 3:12-15… Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day 
will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each 
one has done. If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a 
reward. If anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but 
only as through fire. 

We build our life by our actions and the decisions we make.  It can be with temporal things 
(wood, hay and straw) or eternal things (gold, silver and precious stones).  Our work will be 
tested with fire. Fire is able to take the vanity out of my life, the wasted energy, the worthless 
pursuits, my petty sins and my huge ones too.   Fire purifies and can be cleansing.  

Often in wilderness settings, national parks they will do control burns to purify the land. From 
the U.S. Forestry Department… Prescribed Fire, also known as a controlled burn, refers to the 
controlled application of fire by a team of fire experts under specified weather conditions that 
help restore health to fire-adapted environments.  

We need a Spiritual Control Burn every now and then.  It is needful that we go through a time 
of fire, cleansing, purifying.   We are refined by fire.  The refining process is needful. To refine 
gold it is super heated to a liquid form in a cauldron.  This causes the dross to rise to the 
surface and the refiner scrapes the dross off.  This is done several time and the refiner know 
the gold is pure when the liquid gold gives a clear reflection of themselves when they look in to 
the cauldron. 

Spiritually Jesus longs to see himself in us, to see his reflection in our lives.  We get there 
through a refining process.  Sometimes that process is wrought in us through difficult times.  It 
is to make us better.  There is a fire that yields in us change.   There is a fire we need. 

There is a fire we are to be.  Fire brings warmth, protection and light.   A fire when camping in 
the wilderness is essential as it will often scare off predators.  This world can be a cold place, 
hard and at times brutal.  The fire of God offers us warmth.    The world can be a dark place in 
need of light.  God has placed his followers to be the light of the world; to diminish the 
darkness and warm up the cold. May his fire burn bright in us! 

May the flame of our faith be fanned to be brighter and stronger and may God use us as light in 
darkness.  

The Rev. Jon Davis PhD 
Executive Director               

DAY  24 / September 24, 2015 

Contribute to 40 
Days of Funding 
with 3 levels: 
$1.00 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Friend.  
 
$10 a day & 
become a  
Canterbury 
Partner.  
 
$100 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Champion. 

To make a 40 
Day donation  
* online: Click Here   
* phone: 407-365-
5571   
*mail : Canterbury  
1601 Alafaya Trail 
Oviedo, FL 32765 

 

Coming to 

Canterbury 

Proof of God  

October 2-3 
As a former 

atheist, Doug Ell 

spent more than 30 

years reconciling 

science and God. 

His book Counting 

to God details this 

fascinating journey. 

Join in a discussion 

of how the world 

was created & 

formed with faith 

at the center. 

CLICK HERE 

+++++++++++++++ 
For other events, 

retreats, seminars, 

conferences   

Click Here.  

https://canterburyretreat.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_12
http://canterburyretreat.org/proof-of-god-conference-october-2-3-2015/
http://canterburyretreat.org/events/


Theology of Work Seminar and Retreat  
with Bakke Graduate University  
October 16-17, 2015 

Servant Leadership, Stewardship, and Joy at Work 

Do you want to find more meaning in your life as you bring 
God’s Kingdom into your daily work? The Theology of Work 
seminar will show you how. You will gain a holistic understanding of work, 
calling, life, relationships, community, influence, health, and the environment. 
Our speakers serve at Bakke Graduate University (BGU) where they have 
taught Theology of Work to faculty and leaders in colleges, seminaries, and 
agencies in almost 40 countries. They are here to share their passion for 
influencing your workplace with Christ’s perspective. 

Why You Should Attend This Event?  We work for God’s glory through our various callings both outside as well 
as inside normal church ministry programs. Come learn how to: 

 Utilize your God-given callings in the workplace 

 Provide increased ministry during the entire week, not just at church 

 Experience joy in your work 

For more information and to register Click Here or Call Canterbury at 407-365-5571 

  

A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for sound 
learning and in the course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and peace. 
Give wisdom to the Board and Staff; to make wise decisions, to be good stewards of all resources. 
Lead us we pray to strength and stability. Inspire us by your Holy Spirit with a vision for greater 
mission and effectiveness for the expansion of your Kingdom in this diocese and beyond; that 
people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in their knowledge of you by the work 
done here. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us the need for retreat to be 
strengthened and renewed. Amen. 
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