
 

 

The Mission…  
I have heard the mission of the church expressed in many ways. One that impacted me and was 
a part of a church plant I was involved with summed up the mission of the church as: The Great 
Commandment (love God with all you are / love others) PLUS The Great Commission (Go into 
all the world to make disciples) EQUALS a GREAT CHURCH.   I was recently with a number of 
church leaders and pastors for a day and this phrase caught my attention; Christian Ministry is:  
Unlikely people in overlooked places doing extraordinary things.   This sums up in so many 
ways the ministry of the Kingdom of God! 

God seems to choose the most unlikely people to do his work.  Consider Noah, Abraham, Sarah, 
Isaac, Rebecca, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Aaron, Gideon, Samson, Rahab, Saul, David, Jeremiah, 
Elijah, Jonah, Naomi, Job, Peter, James, John, Paul, Timothy, Martha, Mary Magdalene, The 
Samaritan Woman, to name a few – All of them had issues and reasons why they would not be 
qualified for ministry.  The list could go on and on.  They were all Unlikely Choices in terms of 
leadership. 

God is not concerned about our ability but rather our availability.  Are we willing? Do we have 
heart?  When David was chosen to be king, he was not an obvious choice.  All of his brothers 
were taller, stronger and looked the part of king.  But the Lord tells the prophet Samuel; Do not 
look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the 
LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the 
heart.  (1 Samuel 16:7)  God uses unlikely people.  

There are places that seem forgotten, areas of poverty and need, dark places full of evil and it 
specifically in those places God shows up in amazing ways.  Jesus went to the poor, the weak, 
the infirmed, traitors.  He dined in their homes and lived among the most needful people 
proclaiming the Kingdom. People and places that had been overlooked or excluded by the 
culture as contaminated that is where Jesus dwelled.   

God raised up people to change the world.  I am amazed when I consider the disciples that 
Jesus chose.  The Disciples are not always seen in a favorable light, they argue as to his the 
greatest, they are often clueless as to what Jesus is teaching, Peter is rash and spontaneous, 
with some amazing moments of leadership but more so moments of failure and shame.   This 
group of folks changed the world!  They did amazing things and all of them gave their life for 
the proclamation of the Gospel.   

To this day and throughout the history of the church God has used ordinary people to do 
extraordinary things.   This is still His plan.  How is He calling you to participate in a mission to 
see the Kingdom of God expand into this world?  You can do this in many ways. You can 
become a part of the mission of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center, pray for us attend 
retreats and conferences, give and let us see the world changed one life at a time!  

The Rev. Jon Davis PhD 
Executive Director         

 

DAY  26 / September 26, 2015 

Contribute to 40 
Days of Funding 
with 3 levels: 
$1.00 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Friend.  
 
$10 a day & 
become a  
Canterbury 
Partner.  
 
$100 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Champion. 

To make a 40 
Day donation  
* online: Click Here   
* phone: 407-365-
5571   
*mail : Canterbury  
1601 Alafaya Trail 
Oviedo, FL 32765 

 Coming to 

Canterbury 

Proof of God  

October 2-3 
As a former 

atheist, Doug Ell 

spent more than 30 

years reconciling 

science and God. 

His book Counting 

to God details this 

fascinating journey. 

Join in a discussion 

of how the world 

was created & 

formed with faith 

at the center. 

CLICK HERE 

+++++++++++++++ 
For other events, 

retreats, seminars, 

conferences   

Click Here.  

https://canterburyretreat.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_12
http://canterburyretreat.org/proof-of-god-conference-october-2-3-2015/
http://canterburyretreat.org/events/


       

Theology of Work Seminar and Retreat  
with Bakke Graduate University  
October 16-17, 2015 

Servant Leadership, Stewardship, and Joy at Work 

Do you want to find more meaning in your life as you bring 
God’s Kingdom into your daily work? The Theology of Work 
seminar will show you how. You will gain a holistic understanding of work, 
calling, life, relationships, community, influence, health, and the environment. 
Our speakers serve at Bakke Graduate University (BGU) where they have 
taught Theology of Work to faculty and leaders in colleges, seminaries, and 
agencies in almost 40 countries. They are here to share their passion for 
influencing your workplace with Christ’s perspective. 

Why You Should Attend This Event?  We work for God’s glory through our various callings both outside as well 
as inside normal church ministry programs. Come learn how to: 

 Utilize your God-given callings in the workplace 

 Provide increased ministry during the entire week, not just at church 

 Experience joy in your work 

For more information and to register Click Here or Call Canterbury at 407-365-5571 

  

A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for sound 
learning and in the course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and peace. 
Give wisdom to the Board and Staff; to make wise decisions, to be good stewards of all resources. 
Lead us we pray to strength and stability. Inspire us by your Holy Spirit with a vision for greater 
mission and effectiveness for the expansion of your Kingdom in this diocese and beyond; that 
people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in their knowledge of you by the work 
done here. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us the need for retreat to be 
strengthened and renewed. Amen. 
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