
 

 

Our Witness…  On August 25th in 1973 as a 13 year old with some serious questions about 

life, a decision was made that would forever alter my life. I had to grow up early as my Dad 
passed away when I was 10 years old. I had been a member of the church my whole life, I had 
been confirmed and served as an acolyte. I went on a church youth retreat in North Georgia at 
Unicoi State Park in a campground called Squirrel's 
Nest. I loved camping so this was a no-brainer, one last 
rush before school started back. Once we got to our 
destination I felt some “bait and switch”.  I had 
expected a weekend in mountains of fishing, hiking, 
exploring and fun around the campfire.  The leaders 
for the retreat were talking a lot about Jesus. This was 
not a camping trip but more like Sunday School!  Not 
that there is anything wrong with Sunday School, I had 
just envisioned the weekend a bit differently.  

In the course of the weekend the Good News of Jesus Christ was explained to me. I began to 
know God loved me and He knew my name. Prior to this, I had a limited view of God. I believed 
in Him because I was taught to do so. In this moment Jesus became alive and very present; in 
an instant my life changed. I prayed, repented and amazingly Jesus came into my heart. He 
became my Lord and Savior. I am so grateful for Harry and Judy Tysinger who made an 
investment in about a dozen young lives gently leading us to Christ. 

Life has its difficulties.  There have been struggles and failures, successes and accomplishments 
but in all that life is I know I was apprehended by Christ and there is no where I can go, nothing 
I can do for my life, all that I am is because of Jesus. His love for me is at the core of my being.  

In the Gospel of John, Jesus preaches a hard word and many do not understand or can bear this 
teaching.  After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. So Jesus 
said to the Twelve, Do you want to go away as well? Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom 
shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we have believed, and have come to know, 
that you are the Holy One of God. (John 6:66–69)  The Disciples were stuck, they could not 
leave, they had been ruined for an ordinary life.  This is actually a beautiful place to reside; safe 
and secure in the arms of Jesus, Lord and Savior of all.  It reminds me of a verse in Revelation 
12:11… And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; 
and they loved not their lives unto the death. Theology can be debated endlessly, philosophical 
constructs processed and dissected, people can make objections arguing the right and wrong of 
faith. Ultimately though this is not about persuasive arguments, it is about faith.  

I had an encounter with the Risen Lord of Glory, Jesus Christ.  I know He is the one who has the 
words of eternal life and He is the Holy One of God. By faith I entered into a joyous landscape 
of love, joy and peace.  I have a testimony of God’s goodness and grace. Erik Nelson wrote a 
song that has a line that sums this up for me.   You know I’m speaking of His Word, you know 
that it’s the truth and you can’t say it doesn’t work for I am living proof.   What is your story? 

The Rev. Jon Davis PhD 
Executive Director               

DAY  27 / September 27, 2015 

Contribute to 40 
Days of Funding 
with 3 levels: 
$1.00 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Friend.  
 
$10 a day & 
become a  
Canterbury 
Partner.  
 
$100 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Champion. 

To make a 40 
Day donation  
* online: Click Here   
* phone: 407-365-
5571   
*mail : Canterbury  
1601 Alafaya Trail 
Oviedo, FL 32765 

 Coming to 

Canterbury 

Proof of God  

October 2-3 
As a former 

atheist, Doug Ell 

spent more than 30 

years reconciling 

science and God. 

His book Counting 

to God details this 

fascinating journey. 

Join in a discussion 

of how the world 

was created & 

formed with faith 

at the center. 

CLICK HERE 

+++++++++++++++ 
For other events, 

retreats, seminars, 

conferences   

Click Here.  

Squirrel's Nest 

https://canterburyretreat.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_12
http://canterburyretreat.org/proof-of-god-conference-october-2-3-2015/
http://canterburyretreat.org/events/


Theology of Work Seminar and Retreat  
with Bakke Graduate University  
October 16-17, 2015 

Servant Leadership, Stewardship, and Joy at Work 

Do you want to find more meaning in your life as you bring 
God’s Kingdom into your daily work? The Theology of Work 
seminar will show you how. You will gain a holistic understanding of work, 
calling, life, relationships, community, influence, health, and the environment. 
Our speakers serve at Bakke Graduate University (BGU) where they have 
taught Theology of Work to faculty and leaders in colleges, seminaries, and 
agencies in almost 40 countries. They are here to share their passion for 
influencing your workplace with Christ’s perspective. 

Why You Should Attend This Event?  We work for God’s glory through our various callings both outside as well 
as inside normal church ministry programs. Come learn how to: 

 Utilize your God-given callings in the workplace 

 Provide increased ministry during the entire week, not just at church 

 Experience joy in your work 

For more information and to register Click Here or Call Canterbury at 407-365-5571 

  

A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for sound 
learning and in the course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and peace. 
Give wisdom to the Board and Staff; to make wise decisions, to be good stewards of all resources. 
Lead us we pray to strength and stability. Inspire us by your Holy Spirit with a vision for greater 
mission and effectiveness for the expansion of your Kingdom in this diocese and beyond; that 
people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in their knowledge of you by the work 
done here. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us the need for retreat to be 
strengthened and renewed. Amen. 
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