
 

 

Leadership Essentials… 

Leading anything can be a challenge.  Coaching a team, making a business prosper,  pastoring a 
church, directing a non-profit, inspiring a service organization - all these roles have their 
challenges.  A quick search on Amazon for books on leadership listed 153,221 books on the 
subject.  If nothing else it shows that there is a market for 
leadership skills. 

At Canterbury we have a wonderful partner in Ties That 
Bind ( http://www.tiesthatbind.biz ) They take people 
through a team building challenge course and leaders 
quickly emerge in the groups as they try to navigate various 
obstacles.  I have discovered working with a group of 
people to address  problems can be a rewarding exercise.  
The process is often as valuable as the solution.  Cultivating leadership is an art. 

There is an easy way to define and identify a leader; look behind them and see if they are being 
followed.  I have been blessed with a number of “leaders” in my life.  Men and women who 
have inspired and mentored me in a variety of circumstances.  Their leadership was often not 
in what they said but more so by their actions.  All of them in one way or another exhibited 
three specific qualities.  We will look at the first one here…  

Purpose – Leaders understand what they need to do and accomplish.  Leaders invest in things 
and people in meaningful ways that make a difference.   A leader that I never met but had great 
influence on me was Martha Berry, founder of Berry College in Rome Georgia (my alma mater). 
You can read a bigraphy of this godly woman ( Click Here )  Berry maintains the largest college 
campus in the world with nearly 30,000 acres of farm, rolling hills, wildlife preserve in addition 
to the college campus.  

Berry College was founded on a mission to 
educate and teach rural mountain children 
who had minimal or no access to formal 
education. Martha’s focus was on the 
education of the head, the heart, and the 
hands of its students. The purpose is 
expressed in the school’s motto: "Not to be 
ministered unto but to minister." These are 
still the driving principles of a Berry College 
education.    

 Martha had a purpose and in pursuing it she 
changed the world at least a little part of it in northwest Georgia, the lives of thousands of 
people, including one grateful Executive Director of a conference center in Oviedo.  

The Rev. Jon Davis PhD 
Executive Director        

DAY 29 / September 29, 2015 

Contribute to 40 
Days of Funding 
with 3 levels: 
$1.00 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Friend.  
 
$10 a day & 
become a  
Canterbury 
Partner.  
 
$100 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Champion. 

To make a 40 
Day donation  
* online: Click Here   
* phone: 407-365-
5571   
*mail : Canterbury  
1601 Alafaya Trail 
Oviedo, FL 32765 

 

Coming to 

Canterbury 

Proof of God  

October 2-3 
As a former 

atheist, Doug Ell 

spent more than 30 

years reconciling 

science and God. 

His book Counting 

to God details this 

fascinating journey. 

Join in a discussion 

of how the world 

was created & 

formed with faith 

at the center. 

CLICK HERE 

+++++++++++++++ 
For other events, 

retreats, seminars, 

conferences  

Click Here.  

The Ford Buildings at Berry College 

http://www.tiesthatbind.biz/
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/education/martha-berry-1866-1942
https://canterburyretreat.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_12
http://canterburyretreat.org/proof-of-god-conference-october-2-3-2015/
http://canterburyretreat.org/events/


A Canterbury Holiday Moment… 

Make your reservations now for a fun and festive evening on 
Saturday, December 19th / 6pm at Canterbury.  We will host 
our 3rd annual Holiday Wild Game Dinner.  The evening will 
include awesome food, (the menu is not set but to give you an 
idea last year we had game birds, 
elk tenderloin and wild boar).  
Gather with friends and family, 
make this a holiday moment for the 
people you work with, it can serve 

as your “staff party”.  Reservations are limited so make 
yours now ( CLICK HERE )  

We will also enjoy the music of David Teems.  David is a long term friend of Fr. 
Jon’s and more so an amazing musician, singer, songwriter, author.  You can learn 
more about David at (www.davidteems.com )  We will gather around a fire 
(maybe outside weather permitting, if not in the living room)  Joinn us for a 
Canterbury Christmas Celebration! 

  

  

A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for 
sound learning and in the course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and 
peace. Give wisdom to the Board and Staff; to make wise decisions, to be good stewards of all 
resources. Lead us we pray to strength and stability. Inspire us by your Holy Spirit with a vision 
for greater mission and effectiveness for the expansion of your Kingdom in this diocese and 
beyond; that people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in their knowledge of 
you by the work done here. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us the 
need for retreat to be strengthened and renewed. Amen. 
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(Is a designated 501-C3 non-profit corporation and all contributions are tax deductible) 
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