
 

 

Leadership Principles… 
The last two days we have looked at leadership.  We continue that theme as we look at 
Perseverance.  I’ll admit, I am the eternal optimist. I always think things will get better; we will 
always meet the goal.  I tend to see everything with potential. My wife Beth is a realist, (not a 
pessimist) but looks at things in a very logical and concrete fashion.  I need her voice and 
perspective in my life.  I liken this to the PBS television show This Old House.  The host has 
always been an optimist.  They look at a house and say things like,  I love the architectural 
details or This is an amazing entry or These wood floors are beautiful, yes there is a little bit of a 
slope in the floor but just look at this rich design. Then comes Norm Abrams, a master carpenter 
to examine the project.  He starts with things like, I noticed walking up that your foundation 
was cracked. or You have water damage and wood rot in that corner or I can tell that this has 
asbestos insulation and we will need a Haz-Team to come in to clean it up.  The host, Norm and 
all the other workers eventually get the job done.  Regardless how we see something we need 
to have perseverance. This is an essential leadership quality.  It is the Never Give Up, Never 
Surrender mentality.  Johann Wolfgang von Goethe wrote,  In the realm of ideas everything 
depends on enthusiasm... in the real world all rests on perseverance. 

Friction, failure and resistence can be a source of energy and when placed in the right gear can 
move you forward. As we said in yesterday’s post passion is important, but passion alone will 
not make you a leader.  Passion must be applied in the task, plotting a course to an 
accomplished goal. To pesevere is to put your hand to the plow and don’t look back.  It is a 
forward focus.  The Apostle Paul gives us this encouragement… I want to know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his 
death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already 
obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for 
which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of 
it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on 
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.  
(Philippians 3:10–14) 

Paul had every reason to quit. He gives a sobering description of his life…  Rather, as servants of 
God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and 
distresses; in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; in 
purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love… through 
glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; known, yet 
regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; sorrowful, yet 
always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything.  
(2 Corinthians 6:4–10)  So be encouraged by Paul to persevere.  

To overcome obstacles, barriers and circumstances we must persevere.  We do not do this on 
our own we draw on the resources of faith, hope and love with conviction, purpose and 
passion.  We may encounter resistance but what awaits on the other side is glorious and worth 
all the work.  
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Canterbury 

Proof of God  

October 2-3 
As a former 

atheist, Doug Ell 

spent more than 30 

years reconciling 

science and God. 

His book Counting 

to God details this 

fascinating journey. 

Join in a discussion 

of how the world 

was created & 

formed with faith 

at the center. 

CLICK HERE 
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For other events, 
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Click Here.  
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Theology of Work Seminar and Retreat  
with Bakke Graduate University  
October 16-17, 2015 

Servant Leadership, Stewardship, and Joy at Work 

Do you want to find more meaning in your life as you bring God’s Kingdom 
into your daily work? The Theology of Work seminar will show you how. You 
will gain a holistic understanding of work, calling, life, relationships, 
community, influence, health, and the environment. Our speakers serve at 
Bakke Graduate University (BGU) where they have taught Theology of Work to 
faculty and leaders in colleges, seminaries, and agencies in almost 40 
countries. They are here to share their passion for influencing your workplace 
with Christ’s perspective. 

Why You Should Attend This Event?  We work for God’s glory through our various callings 
both outside as well as inside normal church ministry programs. Come learn how to: 

 Utilize your God-given callings in the workplace 

 Provide increased ministry during the entire week, not just at church 

 Experience joy in your work 

For more information and to register Click Here or Call Canterbury at 407-365-5571 

  

A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for sound learning and in the 
course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and peace. Give wisdom to the Board and Staff; to make 
wise decisions, to be good stewards of all resources. Lead us we pray to strength and stability. Inspire us by your Holy 
Spirit with a vision for greater mission and effectiveness for the expansion of your Kingdom in this diocese and beyond; 
that people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in their knowledge of you by the work done here. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us the need for retreat to be strengthened and renewed. Amen. 
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