
 

 

Friendship…   My good friend and life long mentor Mike Atkins is a close friend.  We were 

together recently at a conference where he was speaking.  In the beginning of the his talk, he 
looked at me and in an emotional moment said, I’ve known Jon for 30+ years; you don’t have 
many 30 year friends.  Friendship is an essential in life, without friendship life is hollow. Some 

folks have just a few friends, others 
have an abundance of friends.  The 
number is not all that important but 
friendship is.  There is an amazing 33 
year ritual in my life. Since 1982 myself 
and 5 friends retreat to the mountains 
of western North Carolina for a rich time 
of laughter, music, conversation, playing 
cards, some prayers and reconnecting. 
The Cabin Guys are a treasure in life, we 
share a bond of love and respect.  

The Quality of Friendship – It would be  
            easy to talk about friend in a sugary and  
            sappy manner. I want to avoid that.   
          Noted author Henri Nouwen wrote,  
When we honestly ask ourselves which person in our lives mean the most to us, we often find 
that it is those who, instead of giving advice, solutions, or cures, have chosen rather to share 
our pain and touch our wounds with a warm and tender hand. The friend who can be silent with 
us in a moment of despair or confusion, who can stay with us in an hour of grief and 
bereavement, who can tolerate not knowing, not curing, not healing and face with us the reality 
of our powerlessness, that is a friend who cares.  I have a few friends like this. A few years ago I 
found myself in the midst of a great deal of turmoil, doubts and questions.  A quagmire of 
pressure weighing me down was breaking me. There was a dark cloud hanging over my life.  I 
knew to get some help and I did.  In the midst of this difficult season many folks encouraged 
me.  Two friends, Steve Fry in Nashville, Tennessee  and Mike Atkins (my 30+ year friend) in 
Jackson Hole, Wyoming found their way to Orlando.  They said they were here on business, I 
am not so sure.  I believe these friends, on their own came to check on their friend, Jon.  They 
sought me out; spoke words of encouragement to a broken life on the mend.  Their words, 
more so their presence was part of what lifted me up.   

Cultivate friends like this and you will have a rich, full and blessed life.  Friends are an 
encouragement, a light in darkness, a hopeful, loving presence.  They speak life. I love this 
quote from A.A. Milne from his classic Winnie the Pooh, Christopher Robin says to Pooh, You 
must always remember. You are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter 
than you think. But the most important thing is, even if we're apart... I'll always be with you. I 
hope you have friends like this in your life. I know you can build friendships like this at 
Canterbury, come and see! 
 
The Rev. Jon Davis PhD 
Executive Director        

DAY 34 / October 4, 2015 

Contribute to 40 
Days of Funding 
with 3 levels: 
$1.00 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Friend.  
 
$10 a day & 
become a  
Canterbury 
Partner.  
 
$100 a day & 
become a 
Canterbury 
Champion. 

To make a 40 
Day donation  
* online: Click Here   
* phone: 407-365-
5571   
*mail : Canterbury  
1601 Alafaya Trail 
Oviedo, FL 32765 

 

Coming to 

Canterbury 

Dangerous 

Prayer Retreat 

December 4-5 
Entering the thick & 
thin places of faith, 
hope & love that 
will yield 
transformation in 
your life. Join a 
retreat of 
contemplative 
reflection and 
spiritual insight as 
to how we live in 
this world.  
Click Here for more 
information  

For other events, 

retreats, seminars, 

conferences   

Click Here.  

The Cabin Guys on top of  
Shumont Mountain  

https://canterburyretreat.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_12
http://canterburyretreat.org/dangerous-prayer-2/
http://canterburyretreat.org/events/


Theology of Work Seminar and Retreat  
with Bakke Graduate University  
October 16-17, 2015 

Servant Leadership, Stewardship, and Joy at Work 

Do you want to find more meaning in your life as you bring God’s Kingdom 
into your daily work? The Theology of Work seminar will show you how. You 

will gain a holistic understanding of work, calling, life, relationships, 
community, influence, health, and the environment. Our speakers serve at 
Bakke Graduate University (BGU) where they have taught Theology of Work to 
faculty and leaders in colleges, seminaries, and agencies in almost 40 
countries. They are here to share their passion for influencing your workplace 
with Christ’s perspective. 

 

Why You Should Attend This Event?  We work for God’s glory through our various callings both outside as well 
as inside normal church ministry programs. Come learn how to: 

 Utilize your God-given callings in the workplace 

 Provide increased ministry during the entire week, not just at church 

 Experience joy in your work 

For more information and to register Click Here or Call Canterbury at 407-365-5571 

  

A Prayer for the Mission and Ministry of Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center:  
Almighty God, bless Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center; make it a lively center for sound learning and in the 
course of this busy life, a place of spiritual renewal, refreshment and peace. Give wisdom to the Board and Staff; to make 
wise decisions, to be good stewards of all resources. Lead us we pray to strength and stability. Inspire us by your Holy 
Spirit with a vision for greater mission and effectiveness for the expansion of your Kingdom in this diocese and beyond; 
that people would come to know you as Lord and Savior; grow in their knowledge of you by the work done here. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ who modeled for us the need for retreat to be strengthened and renewed. Amen. 
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